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Dear Friends,

When a country is under the threat of an enemy, she plans a strategy to repulse the enemy. 

The chiefs of the defence forces come together to assess the situation. They plan together and 

arrive at a decision. Each one of them is given a mission to strengthen the country and to push back 

the enemy. There is then great satisfaction and joy when the mission is successfully completed.

The month of October reminds us of our own mission as members of the church on 'Mission 

Sunday'. Jesus before ascending into heaven assembled his apostles together and entrusted them 

with a mission. The mission to strengthen the Kingdom of God and to safeguard this Kingdom 

from the attacks of the enemy, Satan. Yes, each of us by virtue of our Baptism is called to continue 

the mission, which Jesus entrusted to his apostles.

What precisely is the mission Jesus entrusts to you? It is to strengthen and protect the 

Kingdom of God. We do this by our good words and deeds, by imitating and spreading God's ways 

of love. And it is precisely by love we strengthen and protect this divine kingdom.

The mission of Jesus began with the devout Jews in Jerusalem and gradually spread to the 

whole world. Let us like Jesus first begin our mission work in the place where we are, in our home, 

our neighbourhood, our place of work.

May Mary our Mother, who welcomed Jesus into her life through her courageous faith, and 

continued in confident prayer with the early disciples, inspire us with her quiet determination, and 

support us with her prayers, in our path of living and proclaiming Jesus to all through our noble 

words, deeds and example.

Fr Melvin Jobard

HOLY FATHER'S INTENTION

Evangelisation - We	pray	that	by	the	virtue	of	baptism,	

the	 laity,	 especially	 women,	 may	 participate	 more	 in	

areas	of	responsibility	in	the	Church.		
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Dawn of a long awaited dream of Dn. Vishal Madtha and Dn. 
Jackson Rodrigues became a reality on Sunday, September 27, 2020 at Our 
Lady of the Annunciation Cathedral, Malviya Nagar, Jaipur by the Grace of 
God after a thorough investigation I laid my hands upon them and recited 
the prayer of Consecration over the two. It was also a day of satisfaction for 
the diocese which looks forward with great eagerness for more priests to 
join the work of evangelization in the diocese. Expressing a deep sense of gratitude to God for the 
birth of two priests in the diocese, just a few participated physically in the Liturgical celebration. 
With the dwindling of vocations to priesthood and religious life, the Bishops make a lot of efforts to 
choose and form young men for the priesthood. Over the past fifteen years I have incardinated 19 
young priests into the diocese. So we have reason to rejoice in the Lord and to express our gratitude 
to Him. 
 It is also a time for little reflection on priesthood. The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
(CCC1546) teaches us that “the whole community of believers is, as such, priestly. The faithful 
exercise their baptismal priesthood through their participation, each according to his own vocation, 
in Christ's mission as priest, prophet and king. Through the Sacraments of Baptism and 
Confirmation the faithful are consecrated to be ... holy priesthood.” While the ministerial priesthood 
is conferred only on those who are “called by God like Aaron was” through the laying on of hands by 
the Bishop, the common priesthood of the faithful is exercised by the unfolding of the baptismal 
grace- a life of faith, hope and charity, a life according to the spirit. The Ministerial priesthood is at 
the service of the common priesthood. It is directed at the unfolding of the baptismal grace of all 
Christians. The Ministerial priesthood is a means by which Christ unceasingly builds up and leads 
his Church. (CCC1547)
   It is believed that God has his own way of choosing young men and women to be his 
messengers as depicted in the Old Testament. The call of Abraham, Samuel, Moses, David and the 
prophets goes to explain Gods preferential choice of some over the others. In the New Testament too 
Jesus chose his disciples from among the poor illiterate fishermen and sinners. St Mark in Ch 3:14 
says, “And he appointed twelve that they might be with him and that he might send them forth to 
preach”. To those who express their desire to follow him, he invites “come and see” (Jn1:39) Over 
the years Jesus formed them, taught them, explained to them the secrets and mysteries of the 
kingdom, imparted to them the knowledge, love and mercy of the Father; made them understand his 
mission on earth; necessity of his suffering, death on the Cross and his resurrection. Finally Jesus 
promised to send the Holy Spirit upon them. “But when he, the Spirit of truth, has come, he will teach 
you all the truth.”(Jn16:13)
 Now the same Lord Jesus calls young men and women to follow him closely. They are chosen 
from among men, from our families. “For every high priest taken from among men is appointed for men 
in the things pertaining to God, that he may offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He is able to have 
compassion on the ignorant and erring, because he himself is beset with weakness and by reason thereof 
is obliged to offer for sins as on behalf of the people, so also for himself”. (Heb 5:1-3) By the sacrament of 
sacred ordination priests are anointed with the Holy Spirit and thereby marked with an indelible 
character. They are confirmed to Christ the priest and enabled to act in the person of Christ who is the 
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Head. Therefore priests share in the priesthood and the mission of their Bishop.
 The month of October is the month of the Rosary. There is a beautiful tradition in the Catholic 
Church that the family members unitedly recite the Rosary and reflect on the mysteries of our 
salvation. The devotion of the Rosary can be traced back to a revelation in a vision by Our Lady 

th
herself to St Dominic, the founder of the Order of Preachers, in the 13  Century. It was popularized 
by the Dominican preachers over the years. Pope Leo X accorded the Rosary official approbation in 
1520 and went on to declare October the month of the Rosary. The feast was instituted by Pope St 
Pius V on the anniversary of the naval battle at Lepanto (1571). It was said that the Christians were 
victorious because of the help of the holy Mother of God, invoked by the saying of the Rosary.

th  Pope St John Paul II, through his apostolic letter, Rosarium Virginis Mariae of 16  October 
2002, explains to us that the Rosary of the Virgin Mary is a prayer loved by countless saints and 
encouraged by the Magisterium. Simple yet profound, it still remains, at the dawn of this third 
millennium, a prayer of great significance, destined to bring forth a harvest of holiness. It blends 
easily into the spiritual journey of the Christian life. The Rosary is a Christ centred prayer as we 
reflect upon the mysteries of salvation brought-forth through the birth, life, suffering, death, 
resurrection and ascension of Jesus. It has the depth of the Gospel message in its entirety. Through 
the Rosary the faithful receive abundant grace, as though from the very hands of the Mother of the 
Redeemer.
 The month of October is associated with the “World Mission Sunday, a day, when we 
become more aware of the mission handed over to all baptised by Jesus as he ascended into heaven. 
“Go unto the Whole world and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them (Mt 28:19). All of us 
will remember that last year (2019) was a year of extraordinary celebration of World Mission Day. It 
was the centenary year of the Apostolic letter “Maximum Illud” written by Pope Benedict XV on 30 
November 1919.
 On that occasion, Pope Francis invited the church to realize the joy of sharing the Gospel and 
its values. The theme given was “baptised and sent”. Every baptised is sent out into the world to 
witness the Gospel joy. Continuing with last year's theme, this year also we are given a similarly 
punch line, from the Book of Isaiah 6:8, “Here am I, send me”. These words of Prophet Isaiah help 
us to understand the enthusiasm and readiness required of us to preach the Word of God.  

The World Mission Sunday is celebrated on October 18, 2020 with the message from Pope 
Francis based on the theme “Here am I, Send me”. Pope Francis emphasizes that our mission to 
preach the Word of God continues despite the covid-19 pandemic. “In this year marked by the 
suffering and challenges created by the covid-19, the missionary journey of the whole Church 
continues in the light of the words found in the account of the calling of prophet Isaiah, “Here am I, 
send me” (Is 6:8). These words of the prophet are a challenge both to the Church and humanity as a 
whole in the current world crisis. “Like the disciples in the Gospel, we were caught off guard by an 
unexpected, turbulent storm. We have realized that we are on the same boat, all of us fragile and 
disoriented, but at the same time important and needed, all of us called to grow together, each of us in 
need of comforting the other.

(The entire message of Pope Francis is published in this issue of Jaipur Darpan, I request you 
all to read the same.)

We are also aware of our obligation to help the mission work by way of finances. Last few 
years our diocesan financial contribution to the Pontifical Mission Society has been praiseworthy. It 
was Rs. 6, 60,691/- in October 2019. This year too I am sure that all will make maximum sacrifice 
and put in every effort to contribute financially to the diocesan fund to be forwarded to the Pontifical 
Mission Society, Rome.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,
I wish to express my gratitude to God for the commitment with which the Church throughout 

the world carried out the Extraordinary Missionary Month last October. I am convinced that it 
stimulated missionary conversion in many communities on the path indicated by the theme: 
"Baptized and Sent: the Church of Christ on Mission in the World".

In this year marked by the suffering and challenges created by the Covid-19 pandemic, the 
missionary journey of the whole Church continues in light of the words found in the account of the 
calling of the prophet Isaiah: "Here am I, send me" (6:8). This is the ever new response to the 
Lord's question: "Whom shall I send?" (ibid.). This invitation from God's merciful heart challenges 
both the Church and humanity as a whole in the current world crisis. "Like the disciples in the Gospel 
we were caught off guard by an unexpected, turbulent storm. We have realized that we are on the 
same boat, all of us fragile and disoriented, but at the same time important and needed, all of us called 
to row together, each of us in need of comforting the other. On this boat… are all of us. Just like those 
disciples, who spoke anxiously with one voice, saying 'We are perishing' (v. 38), so we too have 
realized that we cannot go on thinking of ourselves, but only together can we do this" (Meditation in 
Saint Peter's Square, 27 March 2020). We are indeed frightened, disoriented and afraid. Pain and 
death make us experience our human frailty, but at the same time remind us of our deep desire for life 
and liberation from evil. In this context, the call to mission, the invitation to step out of ourselves for 
love of God and neighbour presents itself as an opportunity for sharing, service and intercessory 
prayer. The mission that God entrusts to each one of us leads us from fear and introspection to a 
renewed realization that we find ourselves precisely when we give ourselves to others.

In the sacrifice of the cross, where the mission of Jesus is fully accomplished (cf. Jn 19:28-30), 
God shows us that his love is for each and every one of us (cf. Jn 19:26-27). He asks us to be 
personally willing to be sent, because he himself is Love, love that is always "on mission", always 
reaching out in order to give life. Out of his love for us, God the Father sent his Son Jesus (cf. Jn 
3:16). Jesus is the Father's Missionary: his life and ministry reveal his total obedience to the Father's 
will (cf. Jn 4:34; 6:38; 8:12-30; Heb 10:5-10). Jesus, crucified and risen for us, draws us in turn into 
his mission of love, and with his Spirit which enlivens the Church, he makes us his disciples and 
sends us on a mission to the world and to its peoples.

"The mission, the 'Church on the move', is not a programme, an enterprise to be carried out by 
sheer force of will. It is Christ who makes the Church go out of herself. In the mission of 
evangelization, you move because the Holy Spirit pushes you, and carries you" (Senza di Lui non 
possiamo fare nulla: Essere missionari oggi nelmondo. Una conversazione con Gianni Valente, 
Libreria Editrice Vaticana: San Paolo, 2019, 16-17). God always loves us first and with this love 
comes to us and calls us. Our personal vocation comes from the fact that we are sons and daughters of 
God in the Church, his family, brothers and sisters in that love that Jesus has shown us. All, however, 
have a human dignity founded on the divine invitation to be children of God and to become, in the 
sacrament of Baptism and in the freedom of faith, what they have always been in the heart of God.

Message of his Holiness Pope Francis 
For World Mission Day 2020
Here am I, send me (Is 6:8)
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Life itself, as a gift freely received, is implicitly an invitation to this gift of self: it is a seed 
which, in the baptized, will blossom as a response of love in marriage or in virginity for the kingdom 
of God. Human life is born of the love of God, grows in love and tends towards love. No one is 
excluded from the love of God, and in the holy sacrifice of Jesus his Son on the cross, God conquered 
sin and death (cf. Rom 8:31-39). For God, evil - even sin - becomes a challenge to respond with even 
greater love (cf. Mt 5:38-48; Lk 22:33-34). In the Paschal Mystery, divine mercy heals our wounded 
humanity and is poured out upon the whole universe. The Church, the universal sacrament of God's 
love for the world, continues the mission of Jesus in history and sends us everywhere so that, through 
our witness of faith and the proclamation of the Gospel, God may continue to manifest his love and in 
this way touch and transform hearts, minds, bodies, societies and cultures in every place and time.

Mission is a free and conscious response to God's call. Yet we discern this call only when we 
have a personal relationship of love with Jesus present in his Church. Let us ask ourselves: are we 
prepared to welcome the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives, to listen to the call to mission, 
whether in our life as married couples or as consecrated persons or those called to the ordained 
ministry, and in all the everyday events of life? Are we willing to be sent forth at any time or place to 
witness to our faith in God the merciful Father, to proclaim the Gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ, to 
share the divine life of the Holy Spirit by building up the Church? Are we, like Mary, the Mother of 
Jesus, ready to be completely at the service of God's will (cf. Lk 1:38)? This interior openness is 
essential if we are to say to God: "Here am I, Lord, send me" (cf. Is 6:8). And this, not in the abstract, 
but in this chapter of the life of the Church and of history.

Understanding what God is saying to us at this time of the pandemic also represents a 
challenge for the Church's mission. Illness, suffering, fear and isolation challenge us. The poverty of 
those who die alone, the abandoned, those who have lost their jobs and income, the homeless and 
those who lack food challenge us. Being forced to observe social distancing and to stay at home 
invites us to rediscover that we need social relationships as well as our communal relationship with 
God. Far from increasing mistrust and indifference, this situation should make us even more 
attentive to our way of relating to others. And prayer, in which God touches and moves our hearts, 
should make us ever more open to the need of our brothers and sisters for dignity and freedom, as 
well as our responsibility to care for all creation. The impossibility of gathering as a Church to 
celebrate the Eucharist has led us to share the experience of the many Christian communities that 
cannot celebrate Mass every Sunday. In all of this, God's question: "Whom shall I send?" is 
addressed once more to us and awaits a generous and convincing response: "Here am I, send me!" (Is 
6:8). God continues to look for those whom he can send forth into the world and to the nations to bear 
witness to his love, his deliverance from sin and death, his liberation from evil (cf. Mt 9:35-38; Lk 
10:1-12).

The celebration of World Mission Day is also an occasion for reaffirming how prayer, 
reflection and the material help of your offerings are so many opportunities to participate actively in 
the mission of Jesus in his Church. The charity expressed in the collections that take place during the 
liturgical celebrations of the third Sunday of October is aimed at supporting the missionary work 
carried out in my name by the Pontifical Mission Societies, in order to meet the spiritual and material 
needs of peoples and Churches throughout the world, for the salvation of all.

May the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, Star of Evangelization and Comforter of the Afflicted, 
missionary disciple of her Son Jesus, continue to intercede for us and sustain us.

Franciscus 



"There will be no new relationship with nature without a new human being, and it is by healing 
the human heart that one can hope to heal the world from its social and environmental unrest."

Those were Pope Francis' prepared remarks to ecological experts who are collaborating with 
the Bishops of France on the theme of Laudato Si'.

The Pope emphasized that we are all part of a single human family, living in a common home 
which is experiencing "disturbing degradation." In off the cuff remarks to the group, he said, "one 
thing about ecological conversion is that it makes us see the general harmony, the correlation of 
everything: everything is connected, everything is related.

Pope Francis also noted that "when a people loses the sense of its roots, it loses its identity. But 
no! We are modern. Let's go and think about our grandparents, our great-grandparents... But there is 
another thing that is history: there is belonging to a tradition, to a humanity, to a way of life... That is 
why it is very important today to take care of this, to take care of the roots of where we belong, so that 
the fruits are good."

In his scripted words, he pointed out that at the present time, "the health crisis that humanity is 
currently experiencing reminds us of our fragility. We understand to what extent we are linked to one 
another, part of a world we share, and that mistreating it can only have serious consequences, not 
only environmental, but also social and human."

Ecological awareness
The Pope welcomed the fact that "the issue of ecology is increasingly permeating the ways of 

thinking at all levels and is beginning to influence political and economic choices, even if much 
remains to be done and even if we are still witnessing too slow and even backward steps." He also 
said, "For its part, the Catholic Church intends to participate fully in the commitment to the 
protection of the common home."

The Church, he acknowledged, does not have all the answers, but "she wants to act concretely 
where this is possible, and above all she wants to form consciences in order to foster a profound and 
lasting ecological conversion, which alone can respond to the important challenges we face."

The Bible and ecological conversion
With regard to this ecological conversion, Pope Francis went on to say, the Bible teaches us 

that the world was not born of chaos or chance, but of a decision of God who made it out of love. The 
Christian, he underlined, "cannot but respect the work that the Father has entrusted to him, like a 
garden to cultivate, to protect, to grow according to his potential." And if a person has the right to 
make use of nature for their own ends, they can in no way consider themselves its owner. He or she, 
the Pope pointed out is the administrator who will have to account for its management.

He continued by saying, "when nature is considered solely as an object of profit and interest- a 
vision that consolidates the will of the strongest - then harmony is broken and serious inequalities, 
injustices and suffering occur."

Connectedness
Focusing of the theme of connectedness, Pope Francis said, "the same indifference, the same 

selfishness, the same greed, the same pride, the same claim to be the master and despot of the world 
that leads human beings, on the one hand, to destroy species and plunder natural resources, on the 
other, to exploit misery, to abuse the work of women and children, to overturn the laws of the family 
cell, to no longer respect the right to human life from conception to the natural end."

Pope Francis: Conversion of humanity necessary to heal the earth
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Quoting from his encyclical Laudato Si', the Pope stressed, "if the ecological crisis is an 
emergence or an external manifestation of the ethical, cultural and spiritual crisis of modernity, we 
cannot delude ourselves that we can restore our relationship with nature and the environment 
without restoring all fundamental human relationships." Therefore, he said, in order to heal our 
common home, the human heart first needs to be healed.

Concluding his address, the Pope renewed his encouragement for the group's to protect the 
environment. "While the conditions on the planet may appear catastrophic and certain situations 
seem even irreversible, he said, "we Christians do not lose hope, because we have our eyes turned to 
Jesus Christ.
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As the world celebrates the first International Day to Protect Education from Attack, Pope 
Francis appealed to the international community to ensure educational structures are protected from 
attacks.

"I invite you to pray for students who are seriously deprived of the right to education due to 
war and terrorism," he said. "I urge the international community to do its utmost so that the structures 
that must protect young students be respected". "May efforts that guarantee safe environments for 
their education not wain, above all in situations of humanitarian crises," he added.

The UN
The September-9 International Day to Protect Education from Attack was established on 

May, 2020 by a unanimous decision of the UN General Assembly, calling on UNESCO and 
UNICEF to raise awareness of the plight of millions of children living in countries affected by 
conflict. The resolution proclaiming the Day was presented by the State of Qatar and co-sponsored 
by 62 countries.

The Day draws attention to the plight of more than 75 million 3-to-18-year-olds living in 
35crisis-affected countries and to their urgent need of educational support.

"As the world fights to contain the Covid-19 pandemic, children and youth in conflict zones 
remain among the most vulnerable to its devastating impact," said UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres in a message for the day. "We must ensure our children have a safe and secure environment 
in which to learn the knowledge and skills they need for the future," he said.

UNESCO
The UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) also added its voice 

insisting, "schools must remain safe places, free of conflict and violence"."Our collective future as 
well as the achievements of all development goals depend on it," said UNESCO Director-General, 
Audrey Azoulay. "Safeguarding the right to education for all," she said, "contributes to the 
achievement of sustainable development and nurtures the international community's decades-
longgains towards peace, economic prosperity, and social inclusion worldwide.''

UNICEF
According to the UN Children's Fund, UNICEF, "Attacks on schools are a violation of  

humanity and basic decency. We must not allow these senseless attacks to destroy the hopes and 
dreams of a generation of children," said UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore. "We must do 
all in our power to ensure that schools and the children and teachers within them are protected,''she 
said. "As the world begins planning to re-open schools once the Covid-19 pandemic subsides," she 
urged that "schools remain safe places of learning, even in countries in conflict".

Pope upholds right to education notwithstanding wars and violence



Did you know?
- More than 22,000 students, teachers, and academics were injured, killed, or harmed in 

attacks on education during armed conflict or insecurity over the past five years.
- Between 2015 and 2019, 93 countries experienced at least one reported attack on education.
- Students and educators were most frequently harmed by direct attacks in Afghanistan, 

Cameroon, and Palestine.
- Armed forces, other state actors, and armed groups used schools and universities formilitary 

purposes in 34 countries between 2015 and 2019, including as bases, detention centers, and weapons 
stores.

- In the past five years, state armed forces or armed groups reportedly recruited students from 
schools in 17 countries. (Source: Education under Attack 2020)

Kailash Satyarthi has been rescuing children from slavery and trafficking for the past four 
decades. He fears the pandemic, which is wreaking havoc on the Indian economy, is pushing 
millions of people into poverty, with families forced to put their children to work to make ends meet.

"The biggest threat is that millions of children may fall back into slavery, trafficking, child 
labour, child marriage," Satyarthi, told Reuters news agency. He and Pakistan's Malala Yousafzai, 
were jointly awarded the 2014 Nobel Peace Prize, "for their struggle against the suppression of 
children and young people and for the right of all children to education".

Child labour
The United Nations children's fund, UNICEF, estimates there are 152 million children -

64million girls and 88 million boys -in child labour globally, accounting for almost one in ten of all 
children. While rates of child labour have declined over the last few years, about 10.1 million 
children are still in some form of slavery in India. Across India, child labourers can be found in a 
variety of industries such as brick kilns, carpet weaving, garment-making, domestic service, food 
and refreshment services (such as tea and food stalls), agriculture, fisheries and mining.

"Once children fall into that trap they can be pulled into prostitution and can be trafficked 
easily... this is another danger which governments have to address now," Satyarthi said. He believes 
sexual abuse of children is also on the rise due to the pandemic.

The Bachpan Bachao Andolan (Save Childhood Movement), which Satyarthi founded 
in1980, has so far rescued more than 90,000 children from slavery, including bonded labourers, and 
helped in their successful reintegration, rehabilitation and education.

Earlier this month, his organisation backed by police, rescued dozens of girls during a raid on a 
shrimp processing unit in western India.

Supporting poorest families
According to Satyarthi, the pandemic has exposed and exacerbated the deep inequalities faced 

by the poorest families, who are the least equipped to protect themselves in times of global crisis.
"However, despite unprecedented government spending to protect national interests and the 

global economy," he warned, "little has been allocated to protect the 1 in 5 children who live on$2 per 
day or less." Without urgent action now, he said, "we risk losing an entire generation".

If the world gave the most marginalised children and their families their fair share, which 
translates to 20 per cent of the Covid-19 response for the poorest 20 per cent of humanity, he said, the 
results would be transformative.

Nobel Laureate: Pandemic could undo progress in children's rights
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In a recent statement, Laureates and Leaders for Children, which Satyarthi founded in 
2016,warned that Covid-19 could turn the clock back a decade or more on progress made on the 
issues of child labour, education, and health for hundreds of millions of children.

"I cannot be satisfied even if one single child is enslaved," Satyarthi told Reuters. "It means 
there is something wrong in our policy, in our economy, in our society. We have to ensure that not a 
single child is left out," he added.

Awarded President's Award for Social Work
 Dr. Ritu Mehra d/o Mrs Flory Mehra, NSS Programme Officer, Shri Bhawani Niketan PG 

Mahila Mahavidyalay Jaipur, Rajasthan, received the "National Service Scheme (NSS) Award for 
2018-2019" on the occasion of 51st NSS Day (24/09/20) by Hon'ble President of India Shri Ram 
Nath KovindJi via video conferencing for Program Officer category at Vigyan Bhawan, New 
Delhi.

Shri Kiren Rijiju, Minister Youth Affairs and Sports, along with the Secretary, Joint Secretary, 
Director NSS etc graced the occasion with their presence.

Dr. Ritu Mehra organized a training of 1000 farmers under National Solar Mission and 350 
solar lights were distributed in the adopted slum areas of Jaipur city. Her NSS unit organized free 
dental check up camps for 200 physically challenged children on the occasion of National Dentist 
Day, 2019. 

She has conducted various free of cost income  generating classes and trained 1000 girls and 
women. Her NSS unit has also organized awareness programmes about Government schemes such 
as Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, Ujwala Yojna, Pradhan Mantri Jandhan Yojna, Pradhan Mantri Jeevan 
Jyoti Bima Yojna, Cashless Transaction and Digital India. 

In recognition of her exemplary and commendable Social Service through NSS Dr Ritu 
Mehra is awarded the National Service Scheme Award for the year 2018-19.

 The Diocese Congratulates Dr. Ritu Mehra on being awarded this prestigious award from 
the President of India. Dr. Ritu may you continue to serve God in his people. 

Dr. Ritu Mehra is a Parishioner of St. Xavier's Church, C-Scheme, Jaipur.
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Marriage Preparation Course
"Love is not weakness, it is strong. Only the sacrament of marriage can contain it". To 

give a glimpse of the challenges in the married life and the ways to overcome them through the love 
between the husband and wife, a three days Marriage Preparation course was conducted at Bishop's 
house, Ghatgate, Jaipur from 18th Sept - 20th Sept. The course included sessions by our Bishop 
Most Rev Oswald J Lewis, Fr Jaipal, Sr Dr Malti, Mr Mervin Saldanha, Mr George, Mr Augustine, 
Mrs Deepali Paul, Mr and Mrs Roland Barreto, Mr and Mrs Ajay and Mrs Jessy Sabu. The sessions 
enriched the minds of the candidates on the importance of spiritual, mental, physical and emotional 
well-being of a man and woman in a family and society and how the relationship should be between 
the partners, family and siblings.

A special interaction session was also conducted with the parents of the candidates who shared 
their real life experiences and helped us in understanding this strong bond of marriage more clearly 
and to always rely on the Almighty in all the circumstances of life.

On behalf of all the 15 candidates, I would like to thank our Bishop for organizing this course which 
would help us to face the challenges in our married life and be happy in this sacred bond of marriage.

Josely Joy



Bishop Inaugurates the New Youth Forum Office 
 Amidst the pandemic where things have been paused for an elongated time which was never 
expected by any of us, there has been a spark in each of our lives too. Although delayed, the Catholic 
Youth Forum's Office at Pastoral Centre, Jaipur was inaugurated by Most Rev Bishop Oswald Lewis 
and was blessed on the evening of 20th September. It is a ray of hope for all the young members of the 
Church that every calamity shall take its turn and be overcome by the Faith we have in Christ. To join 
for the celebration along with the Bishop, Fr. Siju, (Director), Fr Moorthi (Asst. Director), Sr 
Archana CMC (Animator), Fr Cyprian, Fr Casmiro, Fr Paul D'Souza, Fr John Paul SVD and few 
representatives from the youth were present to share this blessing. The simple celebration was 
ignited by the power of prayer and with the presence of all who could gather at the present moment. 
We pray and hope that this office might produce new ideas, dynamic activities and lead us to find 
ourselves as young men and women in Christ.
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Three day Principals' Capacity Building Webinar
A 3 day's Principals Capacity Building webinar on the subject matter NEP2020 was organised 

by Gyan Deep Education Society from September 21 to 23 with many prominent and erudite 
resource speakers. The programme aimed at creating awareness about the newly launched National 
Education Policy 2020 and refining the quality of the educators played a crucial role in the overall 
framework of quality education during the transition pandemic phase when everyone is faced with 
challenges and emotional stress. The inauguration of the webinar was presided over by Most 
RevBishop Oswald J. Lewis, (President of Gyan Deep Education Society), who delivered a warm 
message for all the attendees. He spoke on the purpose of conducting such a webinar, and the need of 
discussing the nuances of NEP2020. Rev Fr Thomas Maniparambil, Principal of St. Anselm's Pink 
City School who was the convener of the webinar, gave the participants an overview of the content to 
be covered. All the 3 days were filled with interactive sessions on various topics.
 Around 127 participants from various educational institutions participated in the webinar. 
All the sessions of 3 days were elevating, edifying and was a rewarding experience for all. The 
webinar facilitated the Principals and Teachers to clear their doubts with regards to the session 
conducted.

The Cathedral of Our Lady of Annunciation was witness yet again to two priestly Ordinations, 
that of Deacon Vishal Madtha and Deacon Jackson Rodrigues on Sunday 27th September 2020.  
Despite the prevailing restrictions and limited participation of a large gathering, the spirit and joy of 
this happy occasion was certainly not dampened. On entering the church and seeing the beautifully 
decorated altar, general ambience and the thought  that two deacons were going to be ordained,   
made one feel  that whatever may be happening throughout the world, God's message of hope is ever 
prevailing.

Priestly Ordination
Dn Vishal Madtha and Dn Jackson Rodrigues.

‘Called to Serve'

Ms Sushmita Aind
Girl Representation CYF

Jaipur Diocese

Ms Minu Paul
St. Anselm's Pink City School

Malviya Nagar, Jaipur
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Fr Vishal Madha was born on 3rd May 1991 in Sullia, Mangalore. After completing his 
Primary and High School Education in Sullia, he did his intermediate from St Anselm's School 
Ajmer, when he was in St Theresa's Minor Seminary, Ajmer in 2007. He graduated from St John's 
College, Agra. He studied Philosophy at St Francis Xavier's Regional Seminary, Agra and Theology 
at St Charles Seminary, Nagpur.  He was ordained a deacon by Most Rev. Dr. Elias Joseph 
Gonsalves, Archbishop of Nagpur Diocese in February 2020 and subsequently did his diaconate 
Ministry at St. Anselm's School, Phulera, Rajasthan.

Fr Jackson Rodrigues is a Christmas baby born on 25th December 1991 at Kayyar, Kasargod, 
Kerala. He completed his primary and high school education at Kasargod after which he did his 
Intermediate from St Charles Inter College, Sardhana, Meerut, when he was in St John's Minor 
Seminary, Meerut in 2008. He graduated from St John's College Agra. He studied Philosophy at St 
Francis Xavier's Regional Seminary, Agra and theology at St. Joseph's Regional Seminary, 
Allahabad.  He was ordained a deacon in August 2019 by Most Rev Dr Raphy Manjaly, Bishop of 
Allahabad Diocese at St Joseph's Cathedral, Allahabad. This was followed by his diaconate ministry 
at Holy Redeemer Church and later at Maria Sadan Seminary, Jhotwara, Jaipur. 

The Ordination ceremony began with almost 40 priests and our dear Bishop Most Rev Oswald 
Lewis and relatives of the candidates escorting them in procession to the altar.  

The Readings were very aptly chosen from The Book of Isaiah and The Gospel of Luke `The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me….This scripture has come true today." Based on these Readings Bishop 
exhorted the newly ordained that like Jesus our Master, they too were chosen and called to bring the 
Good News to all people.  The entire ceremony was streamed live.

    After the Ordination ceremony and the Eucharistic Mass, a short felicitation programme 
was held in the school quadrangle. Our Bishop presented the newly ordained Priests with a shawl 
and flowers.  This was followed by a song presentation by the seminarians of Maria Sadan Seminary.  
The newly ordained also conveyed their deep gratitude to each and everyone who had motivated 
them and helped them in their journey to priesthood.  The joyous smile and exuberant happiness on 
the faces of both our young charming priests was most evident. The evening came to a close with a 
fellowship dinner.

     On behalf of the Diocese of Jaipur, we extend our warm welcome and hearty 
Congratulations to our dear Fr Vishal Madtha and Fr Jackson Rodrigues.  May you always be 
blessed and guided by The Holy Spirit in your priestly life to do God's will with missionary zeal.   
We, on our part would like to assure you of our prayers and support. 

 Serah Fernandes
Malviya Nagar, Jaipur

On October 7, the Roman Catholic Church celebrates the yearly feast of Our Lady of the 
Rosary. Known for several centuries by the alternate title of "Our Lady of Victory," the feast day 
takes place in honor of a 16th century naval victory which secured Europe against Turkish invasion. 
Pope St. Pius V attributed the victory to the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, who was 
invoked on the day of the battle through a campaign to pray the Rosary throughout Europe.

Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary
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The feast always occurs one week after the similar Byzantine celebration of the Protection of 
the Mother of God, which most Eastern Orthodox Christians and Eastern Catholics celebrate on 
October 1 in memory of a 10th-century military victory which protected Constantinople against 
invasion after a reported Marian apparition.

Pope Leo XIII was particularly devoted to Our Lady of the Rosary, producing 11 encyclicals 
on the subject of this feast and its importance in the course of his long pontificate.

In the first of them," he echoed the words of the oldest known Marian prayer, when he wrote, 
"It has always been the habit of Catholics in danger and in troubled times to fly for refuge to Mary."

"This devotion, so great and so confident, to the august Queen of Heaven," Pope Leo 
continued, "has never shone forth with such brilliancy as when the militant Church of God has 
seemed to be endangered by the violence of heresy … or by an intolerable moral corruption, or by the 
attacks of powerful enemies." Foremost among such "attacks" was the battle of Lepanto, a perilous 
and decisive moment in European and world history.

Troops of the Turkish Ottoman Empire had invaded and occupied the Byzantine empire by 
1453, bringing a large portion of the increasingly divided Christian world under a version of Islamic 
law. For the next hundred years, the Turks expanded their empire westward on land, and asserted 
their naval power in the Mediterranean. In 1565 they attacked Malta, envisioning an eventual 
invasion of Rome. Though repelled at Malta, the Turks captured Cyprus in the fall of 1570.         

The next year, three Catholic powers on the continent - Genoa, Spain, and the Papal States - 
formed an alliance called the Holy League, to defend their Christian civilization against Turkish 
invasion. Its fleets sailed to confront the Turks near the west coast of Greece on October 7, 1571.

Crew members on more than 200 ships prayed the Rosary in preparation for the battle - as did 
Christians throughout Europe, encouraged by the Pope to gather in their churches to invoke the 
Virgin Mary against the daunting Turkish forces.

Some accounts say that Pope Pius V was granted a miraculous vision of the Holy League's 
stunning victory. Without a doubt, the Pope understood the significance of the day's events, when he 
was eventually informed that all but 13 of the nearly 300 Turkish ships had been captured or sunk. He 
was moved to institute the feast now celebrated universally as Our Lady of the Rosary.

In the beginning, people who wanted to pray recited the whole book of psalms from the Bible. 
Those who could not read, prayed the hundred and fifty Our Father, the Lord's Prayer. It was in the 
12th century that the Hail Mary was added as a prayer. In the year 1208 when St. Dominic was 
fasting and praying, Our Lady appeared to him and taught the present form of the Rosary, assuring 
him of the fifteen promises to all who prayed the Rosary with faith and devotion.

Rosary comes from the Latin word "Rosarium". Each decade of the Rosary is a rose flower 
offered to God through Mary. It was Pope Pius V who received it as a prayer of the church. In the 
beginning this prayer was said only by Popes and Saints. "It is a compendium of the entire Gospel" 
said Pope Pius XII. The four mysteries of the Rosaries help us to meditate on the key events in the life 
of Jesus, through Sacred Scriptures. The birth of Jesus, His public life, his suffering, death on the 
cross, resurrection, ascension. Glorification of the Trinity and summary of our faith are all its 

Rosary - A Spiritual Weapon
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content. Hanging on the cross Jesus gave Mother Mary to St. John saying "Behold your Mother", and 
to Mary "Behold your son" (Jn 19:26-27). Thus she became a mother of all mankind.

While we pray the Rosary Mary does not take the honour, rather she leads us to her son Jesus. 
The two pilgrim centres approved by the church, where Mother Mary appeared to Bernadette at 
Lourdes and the three children at Fatima, she exhorted the children to spread the devotion to pray the 
Rosary. She also asked the children to tell the world to pray the Rosary for the conversion of Russia. 
The Church vehemently prayed for many years and we were able to see the changes taking place in 
Russia. Let us reflect on some of the many benefits we receive while we pray the Rosary.
a) Repentance and conversion

If we committedly pray for a special person we will witness the conversion of the person said 
Pope Clement. A true incident was narrated by Br. Sunny Kattokaran in which a person wanted to 
commit suicide as he felt unwanted by the family members. He was 36 years old with no job and yet 
to be married. He prepared himself and went near a church and climbed on a tree He called brother 
Sunny and told him of his intention. Brother tried to help him and asked him to meet him. Suddenly 
the conversation got disrupted. The whole night Brother was inspired to say the Rosary for the young 
man. He prayed thus, "Mother Mary I do not know where he is? Kindly go with your son and save 
him." After four days the  same young man came to see this brother. He narrated what happened to 
him and how he was saved. As he put the knot of the rope on his neck, he saw the grotto nearby from 
where a bright light emerged. He saw Mother Mary calling him with her hands. Someone also took 
out the rope from his neck and led him to the grotto. Whole night he remained near the grotto and 
wept. This experience brought new life and determination in him to live as a committed Christian. 
"God is able to give you more than you need" (2Cor 9-8).
b) Power over war

In 1571 there was a naval battle between Turkish Muslims and Christians. The Muslims 
wanted to capture the island of Venice. Pope Pius V asked the Christians to intercede with the power 
of the Rosary. All the pastors were told to open the churches and call the Christian communities to 
recite the Rosary. Christians miraculously won the battle even though they were very few in number 
as compared to their enemy. "Give me an army who says the Rosary and I will save the world" 
said Pope Pius IX.
c) Power over satanic activity

One day when Bishop Oliver Dhashe Doeme of Nigeria was praying the Rosary before the 
Blessed Sacrament: Our Lord appeared to him with a steel sword in his hand. The Lord put the sword 
in the Bishop's hand and it changed into a Rosary and he heard a voice "Boko Haram is gone." This 
was repeated three times. Boko Haram is an Islamic terrorist organization which  was involved in all 
kinds of demoniac activities against Christians. So the Lord was assuring that the Rosary is the 
weapon by which they can win the battle against Satan. "No weapon will work against me, no 
slander will affect me" (Is 54:17)
d) Protection from calamities

Father Fisher was one of the four Jesuit fathers who lived in Japan during the Second World 
War. When Hiroshima and Nagasaki was bombed, the four fathers were kneeling and praying the 
Rosary in the Assumption church where they were posted. To their surprise everything surrounding 
the church was totally destroyed. But the church and the fathers were protected by the power of the 
Rosary. "I will never abandon them, nor desert them." (Heb13:5)



Saint Bruno (6th Oct )
This saint has the honor of having founded a religious order which, as the saying goes, has 

never had to be reformed because it was never deformed. No doubt both the founder and the 
members would reject such high praise, but it is an indication of the saint's intense love of a 
penitential life in solitude.

Bruno was born in Cologne, Germany, became a famous teacher at Rheims, and was 
appointed chancellor of the Archdiocese at the age of 45. He supported Pope Gregory VII in his fight 
against the decadence of the clergy.

He had a dream of living in solitude and prayer, and persuaded a few friends to join him in a 
hermitage. After a while he felt the place unsuitable and through a friend was given some land which 
was to become famous for his foundation "in the Chartreuse"-from which comes the word 
Carthusians. The climate, desert, mountainous terrain, and inaccessibility guaranteed silence, 
poverty, and small numbers.

Bruno and his friends built an oratory with small individual cells at a distance from each other. 
They met for Matins and Vespers each day and spent the rest of the time in solitude, eating together 
only on great feasts. Their chief work was copying manuscripts.

Hearing of Bruno's holiness, the pope called for his assistance in Rome. When the pope had to 
flee Rome, Bruno pulled up stakes again, and after refusing a bishopric, spent his last years in the 
wilderness of Calabria.

Bruno was never formally canonized, because the Carthusians were averse to all occasions of 
publicity. However, Pope Clement X extended his feast to the whole Church in 1674.

Birthdays
October
Fr. Rex Angelo                    SJ 12th
Fr. Joby Palankara  CST   17th
Fr. Romel Saldanha       20th
Fr. Thomas Maniparambil  27th
Fr. Augustine Perumalil      SJ 28th

Ordinations
October
Fr. Raymond Coelho   02nd
Fr. Packiam M          SJ        16th
Fr. Jose Anickatt   19th 
Fr. Joshy Kuruvilla        SJ 20th
Fr. Cyprian Rodrigues   27th
Fr. Jose Vattakuzhy         SJ 27th
Fr. Gregory          MSFS 28th
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Down in the centuries the Rosary has become a spiritual weapon for those who have faith in its 
power. After the Eucharist the Rosary takes the place in the devotional practices of the Catholic 
Church. Our mother has given many promises to her children. Mary says "Those who recite the 
Rosary faithfully are all my beloved children, the brothers and sisters of Jesus Christ and will enjoy 
great glory in heaven".  

Sr Vinaya MSA
Ajmer



Answers of Quiz No. 48
1. To renew the kingship of Saul and to offer sacrifices of well-being.
2. Baals and Astartes.
3. Samuel's farewell speech.
4. Because Saul offered unlawful sacrifice to the Lord.
5. To the Philistines.
6. Because there was no smith to be found throughout the land of Israel.
7. The son of King Saul.
8. Jonathan.
9. At Gibea.
10. Under the pomegranate tree that was at Migron.
11. “Cursed be anyone who eats food before it is evening and I have been avenged on my enemies”.
12. Abner.
13. At Carmel.
14. Because Saul rejected the word of the Lord.
15. Bethlehem.
16. Jesse.
17. Eight.
18. David. 
19. He made David his armour bearer.
20. To play the lyre so that the evil spirit would depart from Saul.
21. The lyre.
22. His talent for music.

1 Samuel

Questions of Quiz No. 49
1. Who was Goliath?
2. Where was Goliath from?
3. How tall was Goliath?
4. What was the weight of Goliath's coat?
5. Who was David?
6. Which three eldest sons of Jesse followed Saul to the battle?
7. Why did young David come out to the battle with the Philistines?
8. Why did David not use Saul's armour?
9. What were David's weapons when he went out to meet Goliath?
10. How many stones did David pick up as he went to face Goliath?
11. What was Goliath's reaction to David's appearance?
12. What weapons did David use against Goliath?
13. Which of David's friends loved him as his own soul?
14. Who was David's best friend?
15. Why did Saul want to kill David?
16. Why was King Saul afraid of David?
17. Who interceded for David when Saul sought to kill him?
18. What weapon did David obtain at Nob?
19. Where did David kill Goliath?
20. What trick did David play in order to escape from King Achish?
21. In whose care did David place his family as he fled?
22. What was Saul's reaction to David's speech after he spared Saul's life?

1 Samuel
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SUNDAY READINGS
AND MEDITATION
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OBITUARY

Mr P.G Varghese 
(Pappachan G Varghese)

Born :  10.09.1953
Demise : 12.09.2020

I have fought the good fight,
I have finished the race, 

I have kept the faith.
Now there is in store for me
the crown of righteousness

(2 Tim 4: 7-8)
Gone yet not forgotten, Although we are apart
Your spirit lives with us, Forever in our hearts

May Our Almighty Father grant Your soul eternal rest.

In Grief :
Aleyamma O.V ( Wife), Prince - Diana, Robin - Princy 

( Sons - Daughter in laws), Alvin, Chris, Ahaana, Kevin, 
Jordan (Grandchildren) and 

from friends and relatives
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O

AVE MARIA
gratia plena

Dominus tecum

" One day, through the Rosary and the
Scapular, she will save the world."

Saint Dominic De GuzmanSaint Dominic De GuzmanSaint Dominic De Guzman
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