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Dear Friends,

There is a human tendency prevalent in each of us to build our own little empires and this 

gradually becomes an obsession in many people. Those who continue this pursuit to amass 

wealth or unnecessarily expand their business or their power base reveal two things about 

themselves. First, that this excessive self absorption is born out of selfishness and second that 

we are so insecure that we place all our trusts in our little empires, failing to comprehend that 

everything we possess is monetary.

For Jesus, our worth is not measured by our possessions. Rather he leads us to something 

deeper. He wants to shift our attention from what we have or possess to what we are called to be. 

And what are we called to be? Givers and not hoarders.Sharers and not keepers.Generous and 

not misers.

In effect what God is telling us is that very often we make wrong choices. We fail to understand 

that in God alone lie our true riches and treasure. Jesus is pointing out to us the delusions we 

suffer from. And the principle delusion it addresses is that our riches, wealth are permanent. 

Consequently, we are once again reminded that our primary vocation is a call to give. This can 

only come about if we have God as our sole treasure. We must see as vain and insane the passion 

to build empires of fame, glory, power and honour.

As we celebrate the Solemnity of the Glorious Assumption of Mary into heaven it reminds us 

that though being the Mother of Jesus was a privilege, it also entailed a task. She had to listen to 

the Word of Jesus, She had to do the will of the Father, she had to believe in the promise. 

Through all her confusion, Mary believes - everything she is told.

       Let us too in all our confusion when we see the rich becoming richer and hoarding away 

their treasure, remember that this is all momentary. Our true treasure is in heaven. Let us strive 

for that.

      Pray for us Mary as we travel through life's journey.

Fr. Melvin Jobard

HOLY FATHER'S INTENTION

Universal - We	pray	for	all	those	who	work	and	live	from	

the	sea,	among	them	sailors,	fishermen	and	their	families.		
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Rejoice and be glad for this is the day that, the Lord has made. 

August 15th is the most memorable day for us Indians. It marks twin 

celebration of the Assumption of our beloved Mother into heaven and the 

Independence of our beloved motherland. The feast of the Assumption of 

our Blessed Lady into heaven body and soul, celebrates the complete 

freedom from all weaknesses and sufferings, the agonies and worries of life in the world, while the 

Independence Day celebrates the freedom from political domination of the British. There is a close 

connection between these two celebrations for us Indians today. We need to reflect on the political 

freedom that India won after years of struggle and the total freedom that Our Lady won by her 

faithfulness to God. 

Speaking of political freedom, we, Indian are truly proud today to celebrate the seventy third 

anniversary of our freedom. We reverently remember the sacrifices of millions of Indians, most of 

whom paid for this by their life. We honour them as martyrs. A few stalwarts, led by Mahatma 

Gandhi, had a great vision and a beautiful dream for this nation.Rabindranath Tagore, a poet par 

excellence expressed this saying, "Where the mind is without fear and head is held high; where 

knowledge is free; where the world has not been broken up into fragments by narrow domestic 

walls;..... into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country awake" (Song 35- Gitanjali) 

As the British returned, leaving this nation in the hands of the natives, we began to see 

visions of a great nation and hoped for a total transformation. Our national leaders planned for a 

prosperous country with a green revolution. In the process of making the country strong, the Indian 

Constitution came into existence and India became one of the largest democratic republic. Hailed as 

one of the best Constitutions, the Indian Constitution embraces religious, moral, ethical, social and 

human values. It grants to its citizens Liberty, Equality, Fraternity and Justice as Constitutional 

rights. In fact these are the Gospel Values, Kingdom Values that Jesus preached and we believe in. 

These values are a type of wealth; we Indians are proud of it. However today there is a trend building 

up to down play these values. Some vested interests are finding faults and loop holes in the 

Constitution. We hear the comments in the media, expressed by many intellectuals, that secularism 

is at stake. The value of "Fraternity" is threatened by communal forces, as we witness communal 

tensions quite often. Inequalityis existing in the society on the basis of economic conditions, caste, 

creed, religion and literacy. It is not only on the increase but also glaringly displayed by those who 

have muscle power and influence. That is why corruption in the county is rampant. Justice delayed is 

justice denied; justice is barely delivered to the poor; judicial system is weak; such are the comments 

we hear in our daily conversation. 
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On the one hand we find fault with the government, ministers and officials on the other hand 

we, ourselves became part and parcel of this corrupt system. Independence day celebration is a time 

for introspection, self examination and self assessment. When I am O.K you are O.K. I am not O.K 

you are not O.K.

The Assumption of Mary being celebrated on August 15th is a reminder of the real spiritual 

freedom, the freedom of the children of God. Mary assumed into heaven body and soul is the 

ultimate triumph of her human life on earth. We need to reflect on her ordinary human life as a 

normal person of her times- a woman, a wife, a mother. As a woman she experienced the oppression 

of her society, where women were considered inferior citizens. As a wife she experienced suspicion 

of becoming pregnant outside wedlock. As a mother, she experienced the hard-heartedness of people 

when as a migrant, she had nowhere to give birth to her son except in a stable. She experienced the 

harassment of the powerful who forced her to flee to Egypt in order to protect the child from being 

killed. She experienced the pain of losing her son and the anxiety of searching for him and the joy of 

finding him. She experienced immense sorrow of seeing her son misunderstood, mercilessly beaten 

and condemned to die as a criminal. She experienced the excruciating agony of her son on the cross 

by standing very close to him, under the cross. Thus she went through the entire cycle of joys and 

sorrows that any woman goes through, as a woman, wife and mother. 

Mary's courage did not fail, nor did she waver in her faith. She believed the "Almighty has 

done great things for me, holy is His name. God's power would work through human weakness. She 

believed deeply, that ultimately the proud and mighty would be pulled down from their thrones and 

the lowly and humble would be raised up." Those who possess wealth, power, and prestige would be 

sent away empty and those who are poor and hungry will be filled with God's grace and love. Mary's 

faithfulness to God and patience in time of difficulty and crisis, made her life perfect before God. The 

Father who saw the faith, love, humanity and lowliness of His daughter rewarded her as he rewarded 

His Son. He raised her up body and soul, assumed her into heaven and crowned her as the Queen of 

heaven and earth.

The connection between the two celebrations, Assumption and Independence, for us Indians 

today is that - one is a feast of faith that expresses total freedom that Mary enjoys in heaven, thatwill 

be ours one day. The second, Independence day, is the feast of a secular nature that gives us limited 

freedom in this world. The freedom we enjoy in our country is restricted with legal system, political 

laws, economic limitations, security deficiencies and many other hurdles. Being in this world we 

also have sickness, poverty, hunger and sufferings of all types, finally leading to death. Thus 

enjoying this limited freedom in our motherland we celebrate Independence Day. But we look for 

that total freedom which Mary enjoys in heaven. We pray fervently that all citizens of our country, all 

people in the world, may strive on the path shown by Mary and be with her in heaven when it pleases 

the Father to call us. 

I wish all citizens of our beloved motherland A Very Happy Independence Day with Peace, 

Joy and Prosperity. I extend cordial greetings on the occasion of the Assumption of Mary to one and 

all and pray that Mary intercedes with Jesus for all of us.  
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After lengthy discussions, the dogmas of the Pope's primacy over the universal Church and of 

the infallibility of the papal magisterium were approved at Vatican Council I. What is the 

significance of these dogmas of the Church?

One hundred fifty years ago, on 18 August, 1870, the Constitution Pastor Aeternus, which 

defined the two dogmas of the primacy of the Pope and papal infallibility, was promulgated.

The dogma of Primacy

In Pastor Aeternus, Pope Pius IX, before the proclamation of the dogma on primacy, recalls 

Jesus's prayer to the Father that His disciples might be "one": Peter and his successors are 

the"abiding principle and visible foundation" of the unity of the Church. He solemnly affirms:

"We teach and declare that, according to the Gospel evidence, a primacy of jurisdiction over 

the whole church of God was immediately and directly promised to the blessed apostle Peter and 

conferred on him by Christ the Lord.… That which our lord Jesus Christ, the Prince of shepherds and 

great shepherd of the sheep, established in the blessed Apostle Peter, for the continual salvation and 

permanent benefit of the Church, must of necessity remain for ever, by Christ's authority, in the 

Church which, founded as it is upon a rock, will stand firm until the end of time…

"Therefore, whoever succeeds to the Chair of Peter obtains by the institution of Christ himself, 

the Primacy of Peter over the whole Church… Both clergy and faithful, of whatever rite and dignity, 

both singly and collectively, are bound to submit to this power by the duty of hierarchical 

subordination and true obedience, and this not only in matters concerning faith and morals, but also 

in those which regard the discipline and government of the Church throughout the world. In this way, 

by unity with the Roman Pontiff in communion and in profession of the same faith, the Church of 

Christ becomes one flock under one supreme shepherd. This is the teaching of the catholic truth, and 

no one can depart from it without endangering his faith and salvation."

The infallible Magisterium of the Pope

In the primacy of the Pope, writes Pius IX, "the supreme power of teaching is also 

included."This power was conferred on Peter and his successors "for the salvation of all," as "the 

constant tradition of the Church confirms." He continues:

"But since in this very age when the salutary effectiveness of the Apostolic office is most 

especially needed, not a few are to be found who disparage its authority, we judge it absolutely 

necessary to affirm solemnly the prerogative which the only-begotten Son of God was pleased to 

attach to the supreme pastoral office. 

"Therefore, faithfully adhering to the tradition received from the beginning of the Christian 

faith, to the glory of God our Saviour, for the exaltation of the Catholic religion and for the salvation 

of the Christian people, with the approval of the sacred Council, we teach and define as a divinely 

Primacy and Infallibility : 150 years after Vatican I
News of the Month
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revealed dogma that when the Roman pontiff speaks ex cathedra, that is, when, in the exercise of his 

office as shepherd and teacher of all Christians, in virtue of his supreme apostolic authority, he 

defines a doctrine concerning faith or morals to be held by the whole Church, he possesses, by the 

divine assistance promised to him in blessed Peter, that infallibility which the divine Redeemer 

willed His Church to enjoy in defining doctrine concerning faith or morals. Therefore, such 

definitions of the Roman Pontiff are of themselves, and not by the consent of the Church, 

irreformable."

When infallibility occurs

Pope John Paul II explained the meaning and limits of infallibility in the General Audience of 

24 March 1993:

"Infallibility is not given to the Roman Pontiff as a private person, but in as much as he fulfils 

the office of pastor and teacher of all Christians. He also does not exercise it as having authority in 

himself and by himself, but 'by his supreme apostolic authority' and 'by the divine assistance 

promised to him in Blessed Peter.' Finally, he does not possess it as if he could dispose of it or count 

on it in every circumstance, but only 'when he speaks from the chair,' and only in a doctrinal field 

limited to the truths of faith and morals and those closely connected with them the Pope must act as 

'pastor and doctor of all Christians,' pronouncing on truths concerning 'faith and morals,' in terms 

which clearly express his intention to define a certain truth and to demand the definitive adherence to 

it by all Christians.

"This is what happened, for example, in the definition of the Immaculate Conception of Mary, 

about which Pius IX affirmed: 'It is a doctrine revealed by God and must, for this reason, be firmly 

and constantly believed by all the faithful'; or also in the definition of the Assumption of Mary Most 

Holy, when Pius XII said: 'By the authority of Our Lord Jesus Christ, of the Blessed Apostles Peter 

and Paul, and by our authority, we declare and define as divinely revealed dogma... etc.' Under these 

conditions one can speak of extraordinary papal magisterium, whose definitions are irreformable 'of 

themselves, not by the consent of the Church' (...) The Supreme Pontiffs can exercise this form of 

magisterium. And this has in fact happened. Many Popes, however, have not exercised it."

Dogmas and the development of doctrine

The International Theological Commission, in a document entitled "The Interpretation of 

Dogma" (published in 1990 when Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger was head of the institution), explains 

that infallibility does not mean falling into "a fundamental remaining in the truth," since it must be 

understood in the context of the living and dynamic character of Tradition, as Dei Verbum affirms:

"This tradition which comes from the Apostles develop in the Church with the help of the Holy 

Spirit. For there is a growth in the understanding of the realities and the words which have been 

handed down. This happens through the contemplation and study made by believers, who treasure 

these things in their hearts (see Luke, 2:19, 51) through a penetrating understanding of the spiritual 

realities which they experience, and through the preaching of those who have received through 
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Episcopal succession the sure gift of truth" (DV, 8).

John Paul II is thus able to observe, in the General Audience cited above, "that the exercise of 

the Magisterium makes concrete and manifests the contribution of the Roman Pontiff to the 

development of doctrine in the Church."

Primacy, collegiality, ecumenism

Paul VI, in the Audience of 1969, defended the relevance of the First Vatican Council and its 

connection with its successor, Vatican II: "The two Vatican Councils, the First and the Second, are 

complementary" even if they differ greatly "for many reasons." So, the attention paid to the

prerogatives of the Pope in Vatican I were extended in Vatican II to the whole People of God, 

with the concepts of "collegiality" and "communion." At the same time, the focus on the unity of the 

Church, which has Peter as its point of visible reference, is developed in a strong commitment to 

ecumenical dialogue - so much so that John Paul II, in Ut unumsint, was able to launch an appeal to 

the various Christian communities "to find a way of exercising the primacy which, while in no way 

renouncing what is essential to its mission, is nonetheless open to a new situation."

And Pope Francis, in Evangelii gaudium, speaks of a "conversion of the papacy." He notes that 

"the Second Vatican Council stated that, like the ancient patriarchal Churches, episcopal 

conferences are in a position 'to contribute in many and fruitful ways to the concrete realization of 

the collegial spirit.' Yet this desire has not been fully realized, since a juridical status of episcopal 

conferences which would see them as subjects of specific attributions, including genuine doctrinal 

authority, has not yet been sufficiently elaborated. Excessive centralization, rather than proving 

helpful, complicates the Church's life and her missionary outreach."

And it should be remembered, too, that, according to Vatican II, "the infallibility promised to 

the Church resides also in the body of Bishops, when that body exercises the supreme magisterium 

with the successor of Peter" (Lumen gentium, 25).

To love the Pope

Going beyond adherence to dogmas, Pope St Pius X recalled, in an audience in 1912, the 

necessity of loving the Pope and of obeying him - and said he was grieved when this did not happen. 

Saint John Bosco encouraged his collaborators and the young boys he helped to always 

preserve in their hearts "three white loves": the Eucharist, Our Lady, and the Pope. And Benedict 

XVI, speaking in Krakow on 27 May 2006 with young people who had grown up with John Paul II, 

explained in simple words what was affirmed in those truths of faith proclaimed long ago in 1870:

"Do not be afraid to build your life on the Church and with the Church. You are all proud of the 

love you have for Peter and for the Church entrusted to him. Do not be fooled by those who want to 

play Christ against the Church. There is one foundation on which it is worthwhile to build a house. 

This foundation is Christ. There is only one rock on which it is worthwhile to place everything. This 

rock is the one to whom Christ said: 'You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church' (Mt 16:18).
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Sister Ruth Lewis served Darul Sukoon for 51 years.
Sister Ruth Lewis, the head of Darul Sukoon home for under privileged persons with 

disabilities, died from Covid-19 in a Karachi hospital on August 20. The Catholic nun was 77. She 
was on a ventilator at Agha Khan Hospital after contracting the virus on August 8.

In a statement on Facebook, Darul Sukoon expressed deep regret and grief over the passing of 
Sister Ruth. "All our children, nuns and staff are heartbroken as we have lost a huge part of us. Please 
pray for the children to whom she has been a mother, for the nuns for whom she was a sister and a true 
inspiration and for all the staff who love her and will each day try to walk in her footsteps," it said. 
"Her services to humanity and to the destitute, severely disabled children and elderly, socially 
displaced girls and boys is remarkable. Her service spans around 51 years."

On Feb. 17, 1969, Sister Ruth, Sister Gertrude Lemmens and Sister Margaret D'Costa joined 
the Karachi home for around 150 mentally and physically disabled people, mostly children and 
teenagers, founded by the sisters of the Franciscan Missionaries of Christ the King. "Since then there 
was no turning back. She took care of such children all her life. The children whom their own 
families abandoned, children who were called monsters because of deformities and chronic 
disability, children whose sight could traumatize a layman, children whom people visited to cherish 
their fully functional body and brain," said the statement.

"But Sister Ruth became their mother. They were not objects of misery and charity to her but 
her own children, each unique. She worked tirelessly to make their personality. In such a world 
where people hire maids and nannies to clean the mess of their own children, she wiped their bums 
and noses with bare hands. "She truly was the mother of forgotten ones. No one can fill the void she 
has left."

Tributes poured in from government officials and activists after news of the nun's death was 
announced. "Her selfless contributions to our society will always be remembered and cherished," 
said Murtaza Wahab, a Sindh government spokesman. Aseefa Bhutto-Zardari, daughter of 
Pakistan's former prime minister Benazir Bhutto, said Sister Ruth's death was a "tragic loss for Darul 
Sukoon and the people of Karachi." She said the nun had selflessly dedicated her entire life to those 
in need and her dedication to the children of Darul Sukoon would always be remembered.

Pakistan's 'mother of forgotten ones' dies of Covid-19



Santa Anastasia Minor Basilica will become the center of 
pastoral activities of migrant Syro-Malabar Catholics.

Santa Anastasia Minor Basilica, which the Vatican on August 8 allotted to Kerala-based Syro-
Malabar Church to base its pastoral activities in Rome.

The Vatican has handed over the historically significant Santa Anastasia Minor Basilica in 
Rome to India's Syro-Malabar Church to base its pastoral activities for migrant members in the 
region. 

"It is a huge recognition for the Syro-Malabar community," said Father Abraham 
Kavilpurayidathil, public relations officer of the Eastern-rite Church based in southern India's 
Kerala state.

The priest said that Syro- Malabar bishops during their 2019 ad limina visit to the Vatican, 
mandatory every five years, had requested Pope Francis to allot a church for their community.

The basilica will become the center of pastoral activities for some 7,000 Syro-Malabar 
Catholics in the Diocese of Rome and adjacent areas, the Church said in a August 19 statement.

Cardinal Angelo de Donatis, vicar general of the Diocese of Rome, issued a decree on August 
8 assigning Santa Anastasia Minor Basilica to the Syro-Malabar Church.

The basilica is one of the oldest Christian churches and one of the oldest minor basilicas in the 
world. It was built in the fourth century during the reign of Emperor Constantine. Until the end of the 
seventh century, several popes celebrated their Christmas Masses at the basilica.

St. Jerome, the great Bible scholar, preached in the basilica, which is built on the Palatine Hill, 
the administrative center of the Roman Empire, very close to the Colosseum.

Cardinal George Alencherry, major archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church, will appoint a 
priest as chaplain of  Syro-Malabar Catholics to be based at the basilica.

Pope Francis showed "special interest" to designate a church for the community "without 
much delay," the statement said.

The community has not organized any celebration for this major recognition because of the 
restrictions linked with the global coronavirus pandemic, it said.

Syro-Malabar Catholics trace their faith St. Thomas, the apostle who, according to tradition, 
preached on India's southwest coast. It is among the three rites that make up the Catholic Church in 
India. The others are Latin rite and the Eastern-rite Syro-Malankara Church.

Kerala - based Eastern Church gets basilica in Rome
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Blessing of the Foundation Stone of the Presbytery in Didwana

 The Providence and love of God has no limit for his creation as long as we live our life 
clinging on to His WORDS. In times of distress and sorrow, God extends His abundant graces upon 
those who cry out to HIM in faith. As the whole world is going through a great distress caused by the 
Pandemic Covid-19, God gives us some occasions to rejoice in Him. Tuesday, 28th July, 2020 was 
such a day as we laid the foundation Stone of the Presbytery in Didwana. One more feather has been 
added to the crown of the diocese of Jaipur on this day. Most Rev. Bishop Oswald Joseph Lewis, in 
the presence of few Priests, Religious and the Laity, marked the beginning for a new presbytery 
inDidwana by laying the Foundation stone. We thank God for showering His blessings upon our 
diocese even in the difficult moments of our life. Our joy was doubled as we had an anticipated 
celebration of the birthday of the Bishop on the same day. A sumptuous lunch was served for all as an 
expression of our gratitude towards God; love and joy with one another. 

Fr Siju, Didwana

This year, we recall, not celebrate, the most horrible  atomic bombing  of the two cities of 
Japan, Hiroshima and Nagasaki, in 1945, by the USA during the world war ll. When the atomic 
bomb hit Hiroshima , Fr Pedro Arrupe, Jesuit Superior general, was the novice master  in Nagatsuka, 
only seven kms. from the epicentre of the explosion. From the hill-top he saw the huge lake of fire 
that tore Hiroshima to pieces. Immediately Arrupe and his companions converted the whole 
novitiate house into an emergency hospital. They took 150  injured people  and treated them; most 
of them were saved. In Hiroshima more than 70,000 people died on the day and  injured over 
2,00,000. By the end of 1945 the number of death rose to 1,66,000.The death count in Nagasaki was 
over75,000.

Nagasaki is precious to Christians. The hills of Nagasaki are holy to the Catholics because of 
the holy blood of 26 Jesuits, St Paul Miki and companions, which wasshed there when they were 
crucified on Nagasaki hills. When Christianity was banned in Japan from 1614-1873, for about 150 
years ,all the missionaries were expelled, the people lived their religion  in hiding without any 
priests. When the missionaries were allowed to return in 1860s, the  hidden Catholics came out of 
the secret places,about 30,000.It was a resurrection event.

There has been no use of nuclear bombs after Hiroshima and Nagasaki; but the manufacturing 
of new nuclear weapons goes ahead. The International Campaignfor the Abolition of Nuclear 
Weapons(ICAN) has numbered about 13,400 nuclear weapons todayin the 9 nuclear armed 

75 Years after the Most  Horrible Human Disaster
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(November 14, 1601 - August 19, 1680)
How little we know where God's grace will lead. Born on a farm in northern France, John died 

at 79 in the next "county" or department. In that time, he was a religious, a parish missionary, founder 
of two religious communities, and a great promoter of the devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

John joined the religious community of the Oratorians and was ordained a priest at 24. During 
severe plagues in 1627 and 1631, he volunteered to care for the stricken in his own diocese. Lest he 
infect his fellow religious, during the plague he lived in a huge cask in the middle of a field.

At age 32, John became a parish missionary. His gifts as a preacher and confessor won him 
great popularity. He preached over 100 parish missions, some lasting from several weeks to several 
months.

In his concern with the spiritual improvement of the clergy, John realized that the greatest 
need was for seminaries. He had permission from his general superior, the bishop, and even Cardinal 
Richelieu to begin this work, but the succeeding general superior disapproved. After prayer and 
counsel, John decided it was best to leave the religious community.

That same year John founded a new community, ultimately called the Eudists-the 
Congregation of Jesus and Mary-devoted to the formation of the clergy by conducting diocesan 
seminaries. The new venture, while approved by individual bishops, met with immediate 
opposition, especially from Jansenists and some of his former associates. John founded several 
seminaries in Normandy, but was unable to get approval from Rome-partly, it was said, because he 
did not use the most tactful approach.

In his parish mission work, John was disturbed by the sad condition of abused women who 
sought to escape their miserable life. Temporary shelters were found, but arrangements were not 
satisfactory. A certain Madeleine Lamy, who had cared for several of the women, one day said to 

St. John Eudes

countries:  Russia, USA, China,France, U.K,Pakistan, India, Israel and North Korea. ICAN points 
out that these nations spent $ 72.9 billion in nuclear weapons in 2019. The US alone spent half of the 
whole.The nuclear bombs are the most merciless weapons; a single nuclear weapon can destroy a 
city and kill most of its people; it produces ionizing radiation which kills or weakens the 
exposed,contaminates the environment,and has long term health disaster, including cancer  and 
genetic damages; physicians and other health agents won't  be able to do any service; it causes 
widespread  harm to the living being, causes severe  health damage, and untold of human disorder 
which have no remedies , not even temporary relief. Needless to say that it basically violates 
international law, causes severe environmental damage, undermines national and global security, 
and destroys all human needs. It is imperative that every human being oppose this malaise at least in 
our own nation.The UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) adopted in July 
2017 prohibits nations from developing, testing, producing,manufacturing,transferring,  
possessing, stockpiling , using or threatening , or allowing nuclear weapons to be stationedin their 
territory. The treaty will enter into legal force once 50 nations have signed and ratified it. None of the 
nuclear armed countries, including India, has joined the Treaty yet.

The only point the nations can boast of today is that they have invented the techniques to 
destroy each other! They have yet to search for techniques to save and liberate each other.

( Partial credit to: VidyaJyoti Journal , August2020 ) 
Fr P.A.Joseph OFM Cap.
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(June 2, 1835 - August 20, 1914)
Pope Pius X is perhaps best remembered for his encouragement of the frequent reception of 
Holy Communion, especially by children.
The second of 10 children in a poor Italian family, Joseph Sarto became Pius X at age 68. He was 
one of the 20th century's greatest popes.
Ever mindful of his humble origin, Pope Pius stated, "I was born poor, I lived poor, I will die 
poor." He was embarrassed by some of the pomp of the papal court. "Look how they have 
dressed me up," he said in tears to an old friend. To another, "It is a penance to be forced to accept 
all these practices. They lead me around surrounded by soldiers like Jesus when he was seized in 
Gethsemani."
Interested in politics, Pope Pius encouraged Italian Catholics to become more politically 
involved. One of his first papal acts was to end the supposed right of governments to interfere by 
veto in papal elections-a practice that reduced the freedom of the 1903 conclave which had 
elected him.
In 1905, when France renounced its agreement with the Holy See and threatened confiscation of 
Church property if governmental control of Church affairs were not granted, Pius X 
courageously rejected the demand.
While he did not author a famous social encyclical as his predecessor had done, he denounced 
the ill treatment of indigenous peoples on the plantations of Peru, sent a relief commission to 
Messina after an earthquake, and sheltered refugees at his own expense.
On the 11th anniversary of his election as pope, Europe was plunged into World War I. Pius had 
foreseen it, but it killed him. "This is the last affliction the Lord will visit on me. I would gladly 
give my life to save my poor children from this ghastly scourge." He died a few weeks after the 
war began, and was canonized in 1954.
His humble background was no obstacle in relating to a personal God and to people whom he 
loved genuinely. Pius X gained his strength, his gentleness and warmth for people from the 
source of all gifts, the Spirit of Jesus. In contrast, we often feel embarrassed by our backgrounds. 
Shame makes us prefer to remain aloof from people whom we perceive as superior. If we are in a 
superior position, on the other hand, we often ignore simpler people. Yet we, too, have to help 
"restore all things in Christ," especially the wounded people of God.

St. Pius X

him, "Where are you off to now? To some church, I suppose, where you'll gaze at the images and 
think yourself pious. And all the time what is really wanted of you is a decent house for these poor 
creatures." The words, and the laughter of those present, struck deeply within him. The result was 
another new religious community, called the Sisters of Charity of the Refuge.

John Eudes is probably best known for the central theme of his writings: Jesus as the source of 
holiness; Mary as the model of the Christian life. His devotion to the Sacred Heart and to the 
Immaculate Heart led Pope Pius XI to declare him the father of the liturgical cult of the Hearts of 
Jesus and Mary.

Holiness is the wholehearted openness to the love of God. It is visibly expressed in many 
ways, but the variety of expression has one common quality: concern for the needs of others. In 
John's case, those who were in need were plague-stricken people, ordinary parishioners, those 
preparing for the priesthood, abused women, and all Christians called to imitate the love of Jesus and 
his mother.
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Answers of Quiz No. 46

1. To the country of Moab (Ruth 1:1-2)

2. Ephrathites (Ruth 1:2)

3. Bethlehem in Judah (Ruth 1:2)

4. Mahlon and Chilion (Ruth 1:2)

5. Pleasant (Ruth 1:2, see footnote)

6. The death of Elimelech (Ruth 1:3)

7. Ten years (Ruth 1:4)

8. Her two sons died (Ruth 1:5)

9. To go back to their mother's house (Ruth 1:8)

10. Orpah (Ruth 1:15)

11. Ruth (Ruth 1:18)

12. In Bethlehem (Ruth 1:19)

13. Mara (Ruth 1:20)

14. Bitter (Ruth 1:20)

15. A kinsman of Naomi (Ruth 2:1)

16. Elimelech's (Ruth 2:1)

17. Boaz's (Ruth 2:3)

18. “The Lord be with you” (Ruth 2:4).

19. “The Lord bless you” (Ruth 2:4).

20. Taking off a sandal and giving it to the other (Ruth 4:7)

21. David's (Ruth 4:17)

22. Salmon (Ruth 4:21)

Ruth
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Questions of Quiz No. 47

1. Why was Hannah, the wife of Elkanah, sad?

2. Who observed Hannah while she was praying?

3. Who were the parents of Samuel?

4. What name did Hannah give her son promised by the Lord?

5. How many times did the Lord call the boy Samuel sleeping near the ark?

6. What was the first revelation of God to Samuel?

7. Who came up to fight with Israel in the days of Samuel?

8. How did Eli the priest die?

9. Where did the Philistines bring the ark of God that they captured?

10. Where did the Philistines place the ark of God?

11. What guilt offering did the Philistines send to Israel when they returned the ark?

12. How long did Samuel judge Israel?

13. Who were the sons of Samuel who became judges after him?

14. What did the Lord say to Samuel when the elders of Israel asked for a king?

15. What was Saul doing when he met Samuel?

16. Who told Saul where to find Samuel?

17. When Samuel saw Saul what did the Lord say to him?

18. Where did Samuel summon all the Israelites to proclaim Saul king?

19. Which prophet anointed King Saul?

20. Where did Samuel anoint Saul?

21. Where did Saul go after he was proclaimed king?

22. How many people did Saul gather to fight against the Ammonites?

1 Samuel

Birthdays
August 

stFr. Dayal Jagathan SJ 01  
stFr. Ronald Fernandes     01  
thFr. Tibin Mannuseril CST    04
thFr. Joshy Kuruvilla SJ 06
th

Fr. Glenn Menezes SJ 08  
th

Fr. Siby Mathew     09

thFr. Thomas Siju Kalayakattil      14
thFr. Packiam M  SJ    18
st

Fr. Arasaretnem     31

Ordinations
August 

th
Most Rev. Oswald Lewis (Installation)  28

st
Fr. Amalraj Arulsamy   SJ 31
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SUNDAY READINGS
AND MEDITATION
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