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Golden Jubilee Celebration of Rev Fr John Kudilil CST, Sikar



100 KW Solar Project Blessed and Inaugrated by 
Most Rev Bishop Oswald Lewis at Pastoral Centre, Jaipur

Holy Childhood Sunday, Our Lady of Annunciation Cathedral, Jaipur

First Holy Communion and Confirmation, Lalarpura Parish, Jaipur



Bishop's Pastoral visit to Sacred Heart Church, Jaipur

Pastors Fellowship Prayer Meeting, Sacred Heart Church, Jaipur

Fr John Paul SVD : Speaking at a symposinm organised by Jamate Islami Hind, Jaipur

Khrist Jyoti Province (CST) - New Provincial Team Marriage Preparation Course Participants
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03.03.2021  02:00 p.m. To Agra

04.03.2021  08:30 a.m. Agra Regional ICYM meeting, Agra

06.03.2021  02:00 p.m. To Alwar

07.03.2021  10:30 a.m. Pastoral visit Holy family Church, Alwar

09.03.2021  06:30 p.m. Jaipur Catholic Welfare Society Meeting

10.03.2021  06:30 p.m. Holy Mass St John the Baptist Church, Lalarpura

11.03.2021  09:00 a.m. Annual General Body Meeting of the Society of the Catholic 
      Diocese of Jaipur

13.03.2021  02:00 p.m. Departure to Nagaur

14.03.2021  08:30 a.m. Pastoral visit, St Antony's Church, Nagaur

17.03.2021  11:30 a.m. Holy Mass, P.S.A Provincialate, Jhotwara

19.03.2021  06:30 p.m. Solemnity of St. Joseph, Holy Mass Cathedral Malviyanagar

21.03.2021  08:30 a.m. Pastoral visit, Holy Redeemer Church, Jhotwara

23.03.2021  04:00 p.m. To Delhi

24.03.2021  10:00 a.m. Meeting of the Board of Governors IGSSS, Delhi

25.03.2021  06:30 p.m. Solemnity of the Annunciation, Holy Mass, Cathedral Malviyanagar

28.03.2021  08:00 a.m. Palm Sunday, Holy Mass, St John the Baptist Church, Lularpura

29.03.2021  09:00 a.m. Day of Sanctification for Priests, (Recollection)
     06:30 p.m. Chrism Mass, Blessing of Holy Oils,  Cathedral, Malviyanagar

BISHOP'S SCHEDULE

DATE TIME PROGRAMME

HOLY FATHER'S INTENTION

Sacrament of Reconciliation- Let us pray that we may 
experience the sacrament of reconciliation with renewed 
depth, to taste the infinite mercy of God.
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Dear Friends,
Let the smile of God be the purpose of our life and let us find ways to please God at every 

moment.
We read in the Bible that in Noah's day the world had become very wicked, people were 

seeped in sin and no one was interested in pleasing God and God regretted making man. He was so 
annoyed with the human race that he thought of wiping it out from the face of the earth but then he 
saw that Noah made him smile by his good and godly ways and so God wanted to spare Noah and 
his family. Noah consistently followed God's will and enjoyed a close relationship with him. This 
is what God wants from us also: A good relationship! This is because God made us to love him as 
much as he loves us. Like Abraham, Noah also had a strong faith in God and when God told him to 
build a ship because in a few days he was going to send rain on the earth for 40 days and destroy 
everything by flooding the earth, Noah obeyed God and did exactly as God told him. Noah never 
questioned God or doubted about the floods even though people laughed at him of building a ship 
so far from the ocean. Noah's life bought happiness to God because he lived for God with a heart of 
praise and thanksgiving.

We are celebrating this year of St Joseph which should also make us smile and be happy 
because St Joseph, the just and holy man was no other than the caring foster father of Jesus. In this 
year dedicated to St Joseph we should try to follow St Joseph more closely and imitate him more 
humbly because when we do this we will bring a smile on the face of Jesus. Jesus loved St Joseph 
and his mother Mary very much and so when we pray and meditate more on the life of St Joseph 
Jesus will be happy because in doing so we are honoring him also. 

Few things feel better than receiving heartfelt praise and appreciation from God who loves us 
very much. He smiles on us with an abundance of blessing when we show our love and closeness to 
St Joseph. March is the month of St Joseph. When the angel visited St Joseph and told him in a 
vision that Mary's child had been conceived "through the Holy Spirit", did Joseph think of 
Abraham as he pondered the message of the angel. Perhaps so since Joseph was a devout Jew who 
knew the scriptures and would have looked to Abraham as a model, so it seems quite possible. 
Certainly Joseph responded as a true son of Abraham. He put his faith in God and showed it over 
and over again by his ready obedience. Joseph knew that his relationship with God rested on the 
bedrock of grace as a gift to be received by faith. By accepting the mystery of God's plan for his life 
Joseph advanced God's saving plan for us all. Like Mary, Joseph's "yes" of faith was good for us all.

This Lent God has a plan for your life too. It may seem humble and insignificant compared to 
Noah and Joseph, but don't be fooled. Your response of faith to God is what really matters. You 
don't know where your "yes" might lead you and how God might use it for your good. Like Noah 
let us make God smile this Lent by our repentence, reconciliation, good deeds and obedience to 
him. Ask St Joseph to help you to receive the grace and blessings our heavenly father wants to give 
you and like St Joseph let us go out in faith to do the will of God.

Fr Melvin Jobard 
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Solemnity of St Joseph, being celebrated on March 19th during the 
year of St Joseph, is an opportunity for us to reflect on the life of St Joseph 
and his value system. As the Gospels do not speak much on the life of this 
protector of Jesus and Mary, we are left to infer through our own 
imagination. During the lenten season what comes to the fore front is the 
passion and death of Jesus. So we spend much of our time in meditating on 
the passion of Jesus and during the week we journey with him to calvary through the devotion of the 
way of the cross. Mary's participation in the sorrow and sufferings of Jesus is essentially included in 
the way of the cross. Besides, we also reflect on the seven sorrows of the Mother of Sorrows (Mater 
Dolorosa). A few visuals, such as The Pieta, (Mary, with the body of Jesus on her laps), Heart of 
Mary pierced by a sword, and the Heart of Mary pierced by seven swords, remind us of the sorrows 
of Mary.

 From the Gospels of St Mathew and St Luke, we are aware that Joseph played an important 
role before and at the Birth of Jesus, during his infancy and childhood. The last time Joseph is 
mentioned by St Luke in Chapter 3 is that when Joseph and Mary searched and found Jesus in 
Jerusalem "And he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was subject to them".(Lk 3:51) 
There is no mention of Joseph during the public ministry of Jesus. However, as Joseph was with 
Mary and Jesus when Mary suffered those seven sorrows, we can be sure, that he also suffered those 
sorrows along with Mary. So we have the seven sorrows of St Joseph for our reflection.

 The First Sorrow: Of Joseph was a shocking jolt he received, when he learnt that Mary was 
with child. It was a great mental torture to abandon her without saying a word. In his great concern 
for Mary, he wondered what will become of her. No one will marry her in that condition. Who will 
take care of her? The Jewish law enforces separation and obedience to the law obliges him to leave 
her. What a terrible anguish for so loving and devoted heart of Joseph, a heart that loved Mary more 
than we can understand.

 The Second Sorrow: In obedience to the decree of Caesar Augustus , Joseph went from 
Nazareth of Galilee to Bethlehem of Judea to register his name together with Mary his espoused 
wife, who was with child. He was in great pain when every household, every inn-keeper shut the 
door on him saying there is no place. This continuous rejection caused deep hurt to him. As he took 
refuge in the stable and prepared the manger for the birth of Jesus, Joseph experienced immense 
sorrow. He must have wept bitterly realizing that he could not offer a better place to the Infant, his 
God. Joseph was in distress everyday not knowing when he could move out to a better place. The 
uncertainty doubled his grief every day.

 The Third Sorrow: St Luke narrates the circumcision of Jesus which was another occasion 
of sorrow for St Joseph. He could not just imagine the fact that the Infant could suffer pain and shed 
his blood at the instance of circumcision. Tears of anguish flowed from his eyes as he saw the wound 
and the first drop of blood falling on the ground. His heart might have broken when he saw the little 
Baby reeling in pain and crying due to the unbearable pain.

 The Fourth Sorrow: "When the days of her purification were fulfilled, according to the 
Law of Moses, they took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord"(LK 2:22). As they 
presented the child, Simeon's prophecy came as bolt from the blue to Joseph and Mary. Joseph was 
shocked to hear "Behold, this Child is destined for the fall and for the rise on many in Israel". (LK 
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2:34) Joseph was dumb founded, could not understand how this child could be the reason for the fall 
of many. The Words of Simeon pierced the heart and ears of Joseph as they were uttered. They 
continued to pierce his heart as long as he lived. It was a continuous torment for Joseph.

The Fifth Sorrow: St Mathew narrates the flight into Egypt. "Arise and take the child and his 
mother, and flee into Egypt and remain there until I tell you. For Herod will seek the child to destroy 
him". With no time lost, Joseph begins the journey as if it was a leap into the dark. Where is Egypt? 
How to travel this long distance without proper preparation and without sufficient means. Who will 
give them place to stay? Joseph has had the bad experience in Bethlehem when it was time for Mary. 
They had to take shelter in a stable. Yet more dangerous was to save the child during the journey. The 
soldiers, looking for children, are everywhere. Anyone who sees Mary with Jesus on her lap might 
inform the soldiers. It was as if everyone was an enemy, everybody was seeking to kill the child. How 
to hide the child while travelling? How to save him from the murderers? Another anxiety was the 
uncertainty of their stay in Egypt. The Angel had said, "Remain there until I tell thee." It was a torture 
every day, every moment. When will the sudden message be? When will the least prepared journey 
begin and where to go next?

The Sixth Sorrow:  After a large period of uncertainty begins the return journey from Egypt 
back to Bethlehem. King Herod was already dead. The Angel had assured "those who sought the 
child's life are dead." But the memory of that dreaded action of murdering the innocent children was 
very much alive. Meanwhile the news reaches Joseph that Archelaus, the son of Herod, was more 
dreadful than his father. So Joseph had to hide the child from the onlookers during his return. He 
underwent the same amount of anxiety, fear, and mental torture as he had to escape from the enemy.

The Seventh Sorrow: the bitter experience of losing Jesus after the festival caused immense 
sorrow to Joseph. Along with Mary  he walked back to the temple in search of Jesus. Tears rolling 
down his cheeks he would enquire from the acquaintances whether they had seen Jesus anywhere. 
The anguish and pain Joseph suffered was expressed by Mary as she said, "Son why hast thou done 
so to us? Behold, in sorrow thy father and I have been seeking thee." (Lk 2:48) Perhaps Joseph in all 
his humility might have accused himself for his negligence, thinking he was the protector and 
guardian of Jesus and he failed in his responsibility to take care of the growing boy.

These are the Seven Sorrows of Joseph that prompt us to reflect on the greatness of this guardian 
of the Redeemer. During the lenten season we reflect on the passion, suffering and death of Jesus. In 
the month of September the church reflects on the Seven Sorrows of Mary before celebrating the 
feast of Mater Dolorosa on September 15th. Like Jesus and Mary, Joseph also has had his share of 
sorrows, as we analyse the writings of the Gospel of Sts Mathew and Luke. Joseph accepted these 
pains, anguish and sorrow in humility, in the silence of his heart, in obedience to the will of God. 
Never did he oppose the will of God, never did he hesitate to do what was told to him, and never did 
he seek human consolation or support. He bore everything single handedly and like Mary kept all 
these things carefully hidden in his heart.

But the heart of Joseph was overwhelming with inexplicable joy and peace. He did everything to 
provide protection to Jesus. What a joy and satisfaction it was to see the infant lying in the manger. 
He experienced immense happiness when the shepherds came to adore the Babe; when the star was 
seen in the East and when the three wise men from the East came and adored the new born king. To 
his heart's content, Joseph saw "Jesus advanced in wisdom and age and grace before God and men". 
(Lk 2:52)We who live in the valley of tears, are blessed with the patronage of St. Joseph. The 
Protector and Guardian of the Holy Family protects and guards our Families and each one of us 
personally. We owe a great deal of gratitude to St. Joseph for his intercession." In our tribulations we 
fly to you, O Blessed Joseph, and after imploring the help of your Most Holy Spouse, we ask also 
with confidence for your patronage."
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APOSTOLIC LETTER 
PATRIS CORDE

OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS
continued from the previous issue…
4. An accepting father 

Joseph accepted Mary unconditionally. He trusted in the angel's words. "The nobility of Joseph's 
heart is such that what he learned from the law he made dependent on charity. Today, in our world where 
psychological, verbal and physical violence towards women is so evident, Joseph appears as the figure of 
a respectful and sensitive man. Even though he does not understand the bigger picture, he makes a 
decision to protect Mary's good name, her dignity and her life. In his hesitation about how best to act, God 
helped him by enlightening his judgment".

Often in life, things happen whose meaning we do not understand. Our first reaction is frequently 
one of disappointment and rebellion. Joseph set aside his own ideas in order to accept the course of events 
and, mysterious as they seemed, to embrace them, take responsibility for them and make them part of his 
own history. Unless we are reconciled with our own history, we will be unable to take a single step 
forward, for we will always remain hostage to our expectations and the disappointments that follow.

The spiritual path that Joseph traces for us is not one that explains, but accepts. Only as a result of 
this acceptance, this reconciliation, can we begin to glimpse a broader history, a deeper meaning. We can 
almost hear an echo of the impassioned reply of Job to his wife, who had urged him to rebel against the 
evil he endured: "Shall we receive the good at the hand of God, and not receive the bad?" (Job 2:10).

Joseph is certainly not passively resigned, but courageously and firmly proactive. In our own 
lives, acceptance and welcome can be an expression of the Holy Spirit's gift of fortitude. Only the Lord 
can give us the strength needed to accept life as it is, with all its contradictions, frustrations and 
disappointments.

Jesus' appearance in our midst is a gift from the Father, which makes it possible for each of us to be 
reconciled to the flesh of our own history, even when we fail to understand it completely.

Just as God told Joseph: "Son of David, do not be afraid!" (Mt 1:20), so he seems to tell us: "Do 
not be afraid!" We need to set aside all anger and disappointment, and to embrace the way things are, even 
when they do not turn out as we wish. Not with mere resignation but with hope and courage. In this way, 
we become open to a deeper meaning. Our lives can be miraculously reborn if we find the courage to live 
them in accordance with the Gospel. It does not matter if everything seems to have gone wrong or some 
things can no longer be fixed. God can make flowers spring up from stony ground. Even if our heart 
condemns us, "God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything" (1 Jn3:20).

Here, once again, we encounter that Christian realism which rejects nothing that exists. Reality, in 
its mysterious and irreducible complexity, is the bearer of existential meaning, with all its lights and 
shadows. Thus, the Apostle Paul can say: "We know that all things work together for good, for those who 
love God" (Rom 8:28). To which Saint Augustine adds, "even that which is called evil (etiam illud quod 
malum dicitur)". In this greater perspective, faith gives meaning to every event, however happy or sad.

Nor should we ever think that believing means finding facile and comforting solutions. The faith 
Christ taught us is what we see in Saint Joseph. He did not look for shortcuts, but confronted reality with 
open eyes and accepted personal responsibility for it.

Joseph's attitude encourages us to accept and welcome others as they are, without exception, and 
to show special concern for the weak, for God chooses what is weak (cf. 1 Cor1:27). He is the "Father of 
orphans and protector of widows" (Ps 68:6), who commands us to love the stranger in our midst. I like to 
think that it was from Saint Joseph that Jesus drew inspiration for the parable of the prodigal son and the 
merciful father (cf. Lk15:11-32).

to be continued…
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An Invitation to come home, through ashes, dust, desert, prayer, fast, 

temptation, suffering and resurrection
The word LENT, as we know and understand, in the New Testament, came to be used in the 

6th or 7th century. From the 1st till the 6th century Jews basing themselves on the Gospel of St. 

Mathew 3:13-17 gathered together and reflected on the Baptism of the Lord. They (Jews) after 

repenting for their sins and re-establishing their relationship, as per the teaching of John the Baptist, 

went to John to be baptized with water. When Jesus too went and was baptized, a Theophany took 

place: Heaven opened and John saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove coming upon Jesus. 

And a voice came from heaven saying "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased"(Mt 

3:17) Confirming further Mathew tells us: "Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted 

by the devil"(Mt 4:1).

Even till  the 6th or 7th century, in order to remember the above incident, groups of Christians 

on their own gathered together, they sprinkled ashes on their forehead and they started their 40 days 

of repentance and penance. Eventually the Church in the 8th century or thereafter adopted the 

practice of the early Christians and set aside a day when the officiating priest, instead of sprinkling 

the ashes on the forehead would rub the ashes on the forehead and enter a period of forty days to 

repent and do penance. While putting the ashes on the forehead the officiating priest reminded the 

penitent "Remember man, that you are dust and unto dust you will return." Or "Repent and believe in 

the Gospel". This concept of 40 days of Lent is described by different authors in different ways, 

namely:

1. Lent is an invitation to come home- Parable of the Lost Son (Lk 13:11-32)

2.  Lent is an invitation to fast and do penance - Jewish tradition

3.  Lent is a time of grace during which we can change our lives by letting God gaze upon us 

with love  -  Pope Francis 

4.  It is an invitation to  repent and renew - John the Baptist

5. Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding  

in steadfast love -Psalm

6. It was a wake-up call: (a) for those who wandered without aim or goal (b) for those who were 

negligent, lazy, lethargic, indifferent and those (c) who had too many possessions (d) those 

who had inordinate relationships (e) those who overworked and had no time for their Creator 

(f) those who worship idols (anything that replaces God in our life.)

Personally I like the description of Lent as "an invitation to come home". The Bible has 

two beautiful events to bring out this fact. Let us study them.

1. Parable of the Lost Son - Lk15:11-32   and 2.The Emmaus Story - Lk 24:13 -36

Lent
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 The above two Biblical events namely the reunion of the prodigal son with  his prodigal 

father and the reunion of the frustrated disciples with the apostles open our minds to  the 

following  Biblical texts and the teachings of the Church.

1. "Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies it remains alone, but if it dies it will 

produce abundant fruit.

2. "Amen, amen, I say to you no one can enter into the kingdom of God, without being born of 

water and Spirit (Jn 3:5). You must be born from above.

3. Becoming a new creature - through reconciliation: (2 Cor 6:7-8). So whosoever is in Christ 

Jesus, is a  new creation, the old things  are passed away, new things have come. All this is from 

God who  has  reconciled us to Himself through Christ and given us this ministry of 

reconciliation.

4. CCC540 says: "By the solemn 40 days of Lent, the Church unites herself each year with  the 

mystery of Jesus in the desert. By this the Church teaches us, her children, that in Lent, we are 

called to journey with Jesus in the desert, in order to remember our baptismal promises and 

ready ourselves through prayer, fasting and almsgiving to rise anew with Jesus on Easter 

Sunday.

5. We make the Sermon on the Mount (Mt.5:1-11) as the  Identity Card of Christian Living  as 

children of God  namely to be pure, humble, pure, merciful, peace-makers, persecuted children 

of God.

In the New Testament this concept of ashes is changed into dust, that is why, the Celebrant 

while he places the ashes on our forehead on Ash Wednesday says : "Remember man that dust, 

1. Stage of frustration- the	second	son	in	the
Parable	was	 frustrated	at	home,	because
everything	was	done	by	the	father	and	the	elder	
son,	he	was	only	a	fiddler	which	

	

frustrated	him.

	
Stage of frustration of	the	two	
disciples	after	the	death	of	Jesus

2. Immature decision I	want	to	be	different

	

I	want	to	go	away.

	

Immature decision –

	

Jesus	was	a	
failure.	I	want	to	leave	him	and	go	
home

	

3. Self pity and thinking of the future – leaves	
home

Self pity and thinking of the future

4. Insecurity-Devil’s	workshop-abandonment

	
Insecurity - Devil’s	workshop-
abandonment

	

5. Jesus does not abandon –
 

But	inspires-
		

“I	will	
return	to	my	father”	

Jesus  joins them incognito

6. Aversion  to his foolishness Aversion of their decision
7. Penance-Walked		back	in	that	miserable	

condition
Penance –	 Return	in	the	night

8. Welcoming Father Welcomed	by	the		apostles
9. Jealousy of family member They	shared	their	experience	with	

others
10. Reunion at Home Re	- union	



indeed you are, and it is to dust, you shall return"  On Ash Wednesday  we  reflect on the reality of 

who we are before the majesty of God. "We are dust" and yet God loves us. We are precious dust 

destined for eternal life. The ashes on our foreheads should influence the thoughts passing through 

our minds- "What am I living for? If we live for fleeting worldly realities, pomp and show we live our 

lives chasing after dust; but if we live to love and make God's kingdom a reality, we allow the fire of 

love to kindle in our  hearts. 

The second concept that is prevalent in the New Testament on Lenten Season is Jesus going 

in to the desert, led by the Spirit, accompanied by the devil to pray, fast and be tempted.

Spiritual significance of the desert in the Bible:

1. In the desert the first feeling is  silence- one with nature, one with the Spirit..

2. Detachment from the din/ (activity) that surrounds us.

3. Absence from any type  of external communication.

4. Communication is only between "I" and "Thou".

5. Anyone who was called by the Risen Lord had to undergo this desert experience. Eg: Paul 

(Damascus desert) the apostles (Leave their home) Samaritan Woman (away from worldly 

matters) Zacchius ( one tenth)

The third Concept is that Jesus prayed, fasted and was tempted  in the desert.

1. In the desert he prayed - Lk 5:15 tells us that Jesus prayed to His Father in secret. He prayed to 

his Father so that the relationship between them would ever grow. He offered thanksgiving for 

every success and failure in his earthly life. He prayed for guidance. He prayed to overcome the 

spiritual conflicts, and on the cross he interceded for people whom he met in public life; He 

prayed for mercy and grace.

 With the beginning of Lent, following the example of Jesus, we intensify  our prayer life and 

love  relationships - the season for friendship and love with God and with  each other, through 

forgiveness and reconciliation. Pope Francis says "A  Christian is one who allows her/himself 

to be clothed  with goodness and mercy and like Christ, be servants of God, others  and creation 

as our home". We  get engaged with people, our loved ones, the needy ones and creation and so 

with our God each day of the year and in a special way in this season of Lent.

2. In the desert, He fasted - When Lent comes everyone plans as to what shall I "give up" We 

need to see that good desires as secondary to a deeper realization. We might better ask not 

what we must give up, but what does God calls me to give up as a faithful Christian. Can 

each one of us choose things by which I am going to overcome my indifference  to creation? 

(save water and electricity at home,  avoid wastage of food and clothing, recycle garbage and 

plastic). Second, can each of us choose to spend a few minutes each day in personal prayer 

before the Blessed Sacrament or in the quiet of our home and so deepen our relationship with 

Jesus?
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3. In the desert He was tempted:  A temptation is a trial, a deception, a lie, therefore Jesus calls 

the devil 'the father of lies'.(Jn8:44) Satan does not just hide the truth but replaces it with 

falsehood. The moment we journey on the path of holiness, he makes every effort to drag us 

back to selfishness.  Satan tried to do the same with Jesus in the first temptation, when he was 

hungry after 40 days of fast in the desert. In the first temptation the devil asked Jesus to make 

bread from stones. He tempted Jesus to make himself "the Son of God" Jesus had to overcome 

the unceasing temptation of Satan "to assume power" to manifest his dignity, to respond to the 

political expectations of the people. Jesus rejects this first temptation not to trust God for 

sustenance. Jesus refuses to dominate. He accepts his helplessness and lives his faith.

In the second temptation the devil asks Jesus to throw himself down from the pinnacle of the 

temple and God would protect him. Jesus desists the temptation to test God. Jesus firmly believes 

that his father (God) was with him and he would not test just to see if it works. Trust in God cannot be 

turned into presumption. In the third temptation the devil promised to give Jesus the kingdoms of 

the world if he worshipped the devil. Jesus refused to worship false gods even though power and 

glory are offered in return.

Jesus went through the same three temptations that the Israelites underwent in the desert. 

(Exodus 16:3, Chapters 17&32) whereas the Israelites had fallen, Jesus conquered.  He conquered 

because in Jesus' hands Scripture becomes the sword of the Spirit.

Conclusion: 

If we take the 40 days of Lent as a very special pious spiritual  growth, we will not end up 

celebrating Easter on only one day, for that purpose  not even the whole of the Easter Season. Every 

day becomes a joyful living even if we have to face sufferings and trials in our lives.

Every day we make the sermon of the Mount (Mt. 5:1-11) as our identity card of Christian 

living namely "poor, meek, pure, merciful, peace-makers, those who mourn and children of God. In 

her diary "Divine Mercy in My Soul" Sr. Maria Faustina Kowalski narrates her experience with 

Jesus  in the following way: "And the Lord said to me:"My child, you please me most by suffering. In 

your physical as well as mental sufferings, my daughter,  do not seek sympathy from creatures. I 

want the fragrance of your sufferings to be pure and unadulterated. I want you to detach yourself not 

only from creatures, but also from yourself. The more you will come to love suffering, my daughter, 

the power of your love for me will be less." In order to experience joyful living, our love for Jesus 

must be pure and unadulterated.  It is not a one day, one week or one year experience but it is a 

journey which must be taken one day at a time. Are we prepared to take a new direction during these 

40 days of Lent of the year 2021?  The writer of this article invites you to do so. Begin this Lent with 

Jesus, your Master and Lord. He will guide you as He guided Sr Faustina Kowalski.   

Happy Easter!
+ Bishop Ignatius Menezes



Pope Francis focuses on the three theological virtues in his Lenten message for 2021, inviting 

the faithful to "renew our faith, draw from the living waters of hope, and receive with open hearts the 

love of God."

Grounding his reflection on the Paschal Mystery, the Pope says, "This Lenten journey… is 

even now illumined by the light of the resurrection, which inspires the thoughts, attitudes and 

decisions of the followers of Jesus."

He goes on to say that the journey of conversion, through fasting, prayer, and almsgiving, 

"makes it possible for us to live lives of sincere faith, living hope, and effective charity."

Accepting and bearing witness to the truth

The Holy Father explains "accepting and living the truth revealed in Christ means, first of all, 

opening our hearts to God's word." Through fasting, "experienced as a form of self-denial," we are 

able "to rediscover God's gift and recognize that, created in His image and likeness, we find our 

fulfillment in Him." Fasting, too, by helping us recognize our own poverty, helps us to love both God 

and neighbour.

"Lent is a time for believing," the Pope says, "for welcoming God into our lives and allowing 

Him to 'make His dwelling' in us."

The 'living water' that helps us on the journey

Pope Francis relates the virtue of hope to the 'living water' that Jesus promises the Samaritan 

woman at the well. This is not the physical water the woman is expecting, but rather the Holy Spirit 

who is given through the Paschal Mystery.

Although hope may seem challenging in fragile and uncertain times, "Lent is precisely the 

season of hope, when we turn back to God."

Hope, he says, "is given to us as inspiration and interior light" through "recollection and silent 

prayer." The experience of hope in Lent, he says, "means receiving the hope of Christ, who gave His 

life on the Cross and was raised by God on the third day."

Love, the highest expression of faith and hope

"Love is a leap of the heart," says Pope Francis. "It brings us out of ourselves and creates bonds 

of sharing and communion."

The Holy Father emphasizes the need for "social love" in building up "a civilization of love."

"Love is a gift that gives meaning to our lives," he says. Love helps us to see all men and 

women as our brothers and sisters. Charity is multiplied when given with love, as we see not only in 

the Scriptures, but in our own lives, too, when we give alms "with joy and simplicity."

"To experience Lent with love," says Pope Francis, "means caring for those who suffer or feel 

abandoned because of the Covid-19 pandemic." He invites us to "speak words of reassurance, and 

help others to realize that God loves them as sons and daughters."

Renewing faith, hope and love: Pope Francis' message for Lent 2021
News of the Month
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Almost 12,000 hours of broadcasts in a single year, including radio commentaries, as well as 

news, liturgical and musical programmes. This is the identity of Vatican Radio, the radio station of 

the Holy See, established by Pope Pius XI, who entrusted it to the Society of Jesus, and which was 

built by Guglielmo Marconi ninety years ago. Today we broadcast in 41 languages and every day we 

bring the words of the Gospel and the voice of the Pope to the whole world.

This anniversary is particularly challenging for us. We are celebrating 90 years at a time when 

one of the greatest trials for all humanity is underway due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Our mission 

has always been to leave no one unaccompanied, and to bring the hope of the Christian 

proclamation, the voice of the Pope to the world, and to relate the facts of the news in the light of the 

Gospel. This moment involves and challenges us further.

When, for example, on 9 March 2020, Pope Francis decided to start celebrating Mass live at 

Casa Santa Marta, allowing the whole world to pray with him - since in many countries celebrations 

with the presence of faithful were suspended - our technical and editorial commitment was 

multiplied. In addition to the television and radio broadcast service in several languages, we created 

new programmes and podcasts, and distributed audio books, in order to be close to everyone, to 

reach every corner of the planet. In these months, as well as providing information, we have 

continued to gather and tell stories of closeness, relief and solidarity. We seek to show the face of the 

Church and of that part of society which, often silently, builds bridges, offers help, and includes 

everyone.

Statistics and research tell us that radio is in excellent shape. In many parts of the world, in 

addition to transmitting radio waves, it is also broadcasting images, messages, interactions. Radio 

also lives on social media; it has become part of them. It certainly offers immediacy and speed. Our 

vocation is to bring the Good News to everyone, and to do this we use radio waves and digital "bits." 

The reform desired by Pope Francis has also propelled us into new directions, characterised by 

integration with other media, starting with L'Osservatore Romano. The staff of Vatican Radio, 

hailing from 69 different countries, has enabled the creation of the Vatican News web portal, which 

includes video, photographic, audio and textual material. For example, the podcasts of Vatican 

Radio are also distributed through the social media of the Dicastery for Communication, often 

accompanied by images and graphics. And again, radio news reports or programmes often become 

web pages and articles of L'Osservatore Romano. We are the expression of a great team effort and we 

Vatican Radio turns 90: Carrying the Pope's voice to the whole world
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A journey of conversion

After reminding us that "every moment of our lives is a time for believing, hoping, and 

loving," Pope Francis concludes by saying:

"The call to experience Lent as a journey of conversion, prayer and sharing of our goods, helps 

us - as communities and as individuals - to revive the faith that comes from the living Christ, the hope 

inspired by the breath of the Holy Spirit and the love flowing from the merciful heart of the Father."



are still moving forward.

Vatican Radio has always spoken many languages, but we did not have dedicated language 

programmes. The Web Radio, which is now being created, will debut in Italian, French, English, 

Spanish, Portuguese, German and Armenian. This year, almost 30 live channels, corresponding to as 

many languages, will be launched this year. Developed in synergy with Vatican News, it will be 

available on both the pages of the Radio, and through the current Vatican Radio App. Ample space 

will be given to music and liturgy in Latin.

Vatican Radio broadcasts via satellite, DAB+, digital terrestrial, internet and, of course, short 

wave. We must not forget that the short wave in particular embodies what Pope Francis is forcefully 

urging: namely to go out to the peripheries of the world. We were very struck by the testimony of 

Father Pierluigi Maccalli, the priest kidnapped in Niger in 2018 and released in October 2020. After 

his release, he expressed the desire to visit us. He told us that during his imprisonment in the Sahara 

desert, he had been given a small short-wave radio, his "window of air." Thanks to that little box, 

"even though it had to be repaired several times and was broken in two," he listened to us in French 

and Italian, and was even able to participate in the Pentecost Mass with the Pope. It was a closeness, 

he told us, that he will never forget. Since we heard his story, every time we think about how to 

optimise the transmissions to Africa, we carry in our hearts what we call the "Maccalli 

Transmissions."

Today, as we celebrate this 90th anniversary, we look forward with the strength and awareness 

of our roots and the desire to bring the light of the Gospel to the world. For every journey, it is 

necessary to be aware of where one comes from, and to know in which direction one is going. 

Vatican Radio has a great history of service, in support of faith, freedom, truth, and the Church, a 

history marked by decades of direction by the Jesuits, who still lead many editorial offices. Pope 

Pius XI, in his first radio message, addressed himself "to all peoples and to every creature"; through 

the Statio Radio phonica Vaticana Pope Pius XII appealed through the microphones that tensions 

would not plunge into the abyss of the Second Great War: in those dark years, the Radio performed 

an admirable service by acting as a bridge, helping to share news of the fate of thousands of people 

who were missing or imprisoned. During the years of totalitarianism, many people listened 

clandestinely, at the risk of their lives, because that was the only way for them to attend Mass. We 

remember, too, the challenge of the Second Vatican Council, recounted in close to 3,000 hours of 

broadcasting; and the many international trips journeys; as well as the founding membership of the 

EBU (European Broadcasting Union), the largest global association of public service media. We 

lived through the incredible 72 days, beginning with the death of Pope Paul VI, in 1978, which went 

down in history as the "Year of the Three Popes" and which put the whole system to the test.

We have experienced the digital revolution, followed by satellite broadcasting, and continuous 

challenges up to the pandemic we are living through today, always in order to be close to all those 

who seek and desire to listen.
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Presented at a symposium organized by Jamate Islami Hind, Jaipur, 
at Pink City Press Club, Jaipur on January 21, 2021)

 It is a known fact that society is made up of Family units. Thus when we speak of society our 
focus is family because family is it's foundation or the roots. As we are facing the breaking of this 
basic human institution, all the other social institutions based on it are bound to collapse.

 We can speak of an ideal society only if we have ideal families. Today's situation is far from 
the truth. There has been a continuous degradation of Family system and value transmission. 

In my life time, I have seen joint families where parents, grandparents, uncles, aunties, their 
children and grandchildren lived together. There had been values such as love, care, respect for 
elders, sacrificing ones own interests for others, sharing of responsibilities, mutual understanding 
and encouragement to each other. Besides being practiced they were taught and passed on to the new 
generation. Based on all these our conscience was built and strengthened. But it has weakened as the 
time passed from joint family to nuclear family and then further to single parents as the divorce rate 
is increasing day by day. And now the new concept of live-in relationship, which has broken down 
the family itself. From here where we go, no one knows. The only thing that remains is the 
individual, me and me alone. Earlier we used to build relationships based on finding similarities, 
reaching out to one another but now we find differences to break the relationships. It is happening 
with individuals and so it is bound to reflect in the society. In this situation, how are we going to make 
an even society, leave aside the ideal part. 

    As for me, it is an urgency to work towards building up the family first. Everyone is aware of 
the fact and everyone wants it but everyone wants that you do it. No one wants to come out of their 
cozy privacy terming it as "their space." Unless we come out of this so called "my space" and join 
hands with each performing their responsibilities, the society will further disorient. 

According to me, the first and foremost responsibility lies on parents, particularly mothers 
because they are the first teachers. I remember when I brought a pen found in the classroom in my 
childhood, my father scolded me and said, if I don't return the pen I will get a thrashing. And then my 
mother made me understand why it was wrong to do such a thing. This incident had a deep impact on 
me. Later in the school, my teachers also told us moral stories, besides teaching the academic 
syllabus. The stress was not just on excellence, but in life and that's how slowly by slowly my 
conscience was grew. Besides these we had religious teachers who would teach us the religious 
values of love, forgiveness, respect besides respect for one another, sharing and caring, building 
peace and reaching out to one another. 

But what do we see now? The parents, the first teachers are busy in themselves, and have no 
time for the children. When it is time to teach and mold them, they are given the most dangerous toy 
called 'smartphones', where the child learns all that which doesn't suit his age. The child doesn't cry 
and parents too are busy browsing their own smartphones. There is peace and happiness but it is 
valueless and deadly, which is leading to not only breaking families but is disorienting the 
individuals. Now the question is who will teach the children the right values of life?

Some educational institutes have almost become market places, where education is sold as a 
commodity. No one is concerned about the human concerns and the values instead all want to have 
money making machines. Even some religious leaders are busy in their own petty interests, and do 
not insist on teaching of religious values. 

If their is a void of teachers imparting true knowledge then from where will true knowledge 
come from. When salt itself becomes salt less who and with what will it be made salty again?

It is time to act and not just introspect. We need to make every effort to bring families back to 
their true value. It is better late than never.

Fr John Paul SVD

The Role of Family in Building an Ideal Society
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After seven months of lockdown a prayer meeting was organized by Most Rev Oswald Lewis 
for the Pastors of various denominations and churches of Jaipur at Sacred Heart Church, Ghatgate, 
Jaipur, to pray for the deliverance from the deadly disease of corona virus and for the world and India 
to face the situation with strength and courage. The prayer meeting was held on Saturday, 6th 
February at 2021, 5:00 p.m. The theme of the Prayer Meeting was, "Fear not, for I am with 
you".Our Bishop, 12 fathers, 12 pastors, 8 sisters and 15 faithful participated in the prayer meeting.

Pastor John Mathew said the opening prayer, followed by a reading from St Mathew. 10:26 -33 
by Fr Paul D'Souza. This was followed by the explanation of the Bible passage by Fr Edward 
Oliviera and the importance of God's word in our troubled world and pandemic time. We are not to 
fear anything but to put all our trust and faith in God and His miraculous power which can save us, 
the world and God's people. Pastors Peter, Trevor and Rahul prayed for the various needs of the 
world, country, society, and the church. In between melodious hymns were sung by the choir led by 
Sr Sangeeta and Sr Rosaline. The prayer meeting concluded with a final prayer and blessing by Most 
Rev Oswald Lewis the Patron of the Pastors Fellowship group. The prayer meeting was anchored by 
Fr. John Paul SVD.  The vote of thanks was expressed by Fr Casimiro Coelho, the Parish Priest of 
Sacred Heart Church, Ghatgate, Jaipur.

After the prayer meeting, tea and refreshments were served to all the participants and 
fellowship and cordial conversations were shared among all bringing about oneness, unity and 
brotherhood among the various churches and denominations of the city of Jaipur.

Fr Casimiro Coelho

Pastors Fellowship Prayer Meeting at Sacred Heart Church, Ghatgate, Jaipur

The air was filled with great joy and Thanksgiving on the evening of 7th February 2021 as 
Rev Fr John Kudilil CST celebrated the Golden Jubilee of his Priesthood in the presence of 
Most Rev Bishop Oswald Lewis, Most Rev Bishop Emeritus Ignatius Menezes of Ajmer diocese, 
Rev Fr George Alukka, Provincial Superior of Khrist Jyoti Province along with a large gathering of 
priests, sisters and faithful. The mass was celebrated in Saint Mary's Church, Sikar and the homily 
was given by Most Rev Bishop Oswald Lewis.

To celebrate 50 years of Glory and Achievements various events were organized. The event 
began with a floral march of Rev Fr John followed by the cake cutting ceremony, felicitations, 
dances and wishing him with a Jubilee song which dwelt on his past achievements and also on his 
ongoing work. A web jubinar was also organized by our brothers which left an awesome impact on 
the audience. Gifts were presented to Rev Fr John by the parishioners and distinguished guests as a 
token of love.

Fr John treasures his union with the Lord and will not miss his daily celebration of the 
Eucharist, the recitation of the rosary, his Breviary and the reading of a spiritual book. He has always 
been very close to his people and empathetic to their joys and sorrows. His sharp memory assists him 
to remember the names of the families and the individuals he comes across in his ministry.

When we fondly remember the past, we energize our future and the present becomes a 
celebration. The Golden Jubilee could well be called the Year of gratitude, because we have so much 
to be thankful for.

Fr Deepak Thoomkuzhy CST

Golden Jubilee Celebration of Rev Fr John Kudilil



PAGE 22 MARCH 2021

 The Cathedral of Our Lady of the Annunciation, Malviyanagar, celebrated Holy Childhood 
Sunday on14th February. The main purpose of celebrating the day was to teach the "Friends of 
Jesus" missionary zeal by asking them to pray for those children who suffer due to poverty and 
abuse. The children were also asked to contribute materially for these unfortunate children by saving 
from their pocket money. Hence, the children took active part in the liturgy, offertory and the choir. 

The Holy Mass was celebrated by Rev. Fr. Paul D'Souza. His meaningful and thought 
provoking homily inspired the children as well as all the parishioners. Fr. Paul urged the children to 
give their best in all the activities and to contribute for the betterment of the deprived children in 
whatever possible ways they could. After the Mass an auction was held to raise funds. The proceeds 
of the auction and the collection of the offertory was sent to the diocesan curia to be sent to the 
Pontifical Mission Society, Rome. 

The efforts of the children and parishioners bore abundant fruits by the grace of Almighty God 
and the support of Fr Ronald, the Parish Priest. The events were ably guided by Fr Melwin D'Souza, 
Sr Janet CMC and Sr Jaimy CMC. It was a wonderful experience for all the 'friends of Jesus' and it 
was a beginning for them to make friends for Jesus. The Parishioners of the Cathedral pray for all the 
unfortunate children in the world who go through various problems. May Almighty God inspire 
more and more people so that these children may be protected from every harm and have a bright 
future. 

Alvin Prince
Cathedral of Our Lady of the Annunciation,

Malviyanagar. 

Holy Childhood Sunday 

 On 14th February 2021, First Holy Communion and Confirmation Ceremony was 

celebrated at St. John the Baptist Church, Lalarpura, Jaipur with prayerful singing and whole hearted 

participations from the parishioners, friends and their relatives. There were about 13 children for the 

Sacrament of Confirmation and 7 children for First Holy Communion. The Holy Mass started at 

10:30 am with the procession of children with candles in their hands accompanied by their parents 

followed by the main celebrant Most Rev Bishop Oswald Lewis and the other priests. Bishop gave 

an encouraging and motivating homily on the Holy Eucharist and on the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Most Rev Bishop blessed the Confirmation children by calling them by their names so that they may 

receive a special outpouring of the Holy Spirit and increase their ability to practice their catholic 

faith in every aspect of their lives and to witness Christ in every situation. 

 After this Most Rev Bishop blessed the First Holy Communion children so that they may 

grow in the light and love that comes from Our Lord Jesus Christ as they received their First Holy 

Communion which is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. Together with the gift of bread 

and wine, various gifts were brought up during the offertory by the children. Finally the Mass ended 

with a melodious recessional hymn by the choir. 

 After the Holy Mass Most Rev Bishop marked the occasion by presenting a certificate, a 

Holy Bible and a Rosary to the First Holy Communicants and also to those who had received the 

First Holy Communion and Confirmation , Lalarpura Parish, Jaipur
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Sacrament of Confirmation. The catechism teachers were presented special gifts by the Bishop. We 

are blessed to have a very enthusiastic, energetic and motivating Parish Priest Fr Stephen S and our 

Assistant Parish Priest Fr Georgish Britto. We are grateful to them and to the M.S.A sisters for 

making the day a memorable day for our children. We are also grateful to all the parish members for 

their cooperation, support and prayerful wishes. 

 As a remembrance photographs were taken by family members and relatives with the 

Bishop. The program ended with a sumptuous lunch which was served to all the parishioners, 

friends, relatives and a special lunch for the children was arranged as they dined with Most Rev 

Bishop and the other priests.  

Mrs Jami Santhosh

 St John the Baptist Church, Lalarpura

21st of February saw a new dawn breaking forth in the parish of Sacred Heart Church, 

Ghatgate, Jaipur.

The Altar was well decorated and prepared by Sister Sangeeta and her team of boarding 

students. The choir was led by Sister Rosaline and the hymns were well selected and prepared for the 

occasion. The Introduction and welcome was prepared and done by Mrs. Sonali. The readings were 

read by Mrs Deepali and Miss Susan Maria. The gospel was read by the parish priest and a beautiful 

sermon was preached by the bishop on the importance of penance, repentance, and renewing of 

oneself during the forty days of lent, taking the cue from the forty days and night flood in Noah's time 

and the forty days of fast of Jesus Christ in the wilderness.

After the Holy Eucharist Mrs Deepali gave the vote of thanks to bishop and all present there. 

Miss Noel presented bishop with a bouquet of flowers and Mrs Deepali presented bishop with an 

envelope to express the love and good wishes of the parishioners towards our beloved bishop. After 

this the parishioners had a group photo session with the bishop. All then proceeded to the shade of 

the tamarind tree to partake of the coffee and breakfast prepared for them where they intermingled 

with the bishop, talked to him, spoke about their joys, sorrows, troubles and introduced themselves 

to him This was followed by a meeting of the Parish Council members with the bishop, where bishop 

made them aware about their duties as council members in the line of spirituality, materialistic, 

planning and helping the parish priest in the parish works.  The meeting ended with a prayer and the 

members thanked the bishop. 

The parish priest then presented the death, baptism, confirmation and marriage registers to 

bishop for inspection and bishop after finding everything correct put his seal and signature on them. 

The parish priest than presented the Church and Parish House financial and accounts registers and 

mass offering files for inspection. Bishop found them correct and signed and sealed them. Thus 

came to a close the beautiful and enriching Pastoral visit of our beloved Bishop to our 150 year old 

parish and church.

Mrs. Sonali

(A Parishoner)

Bishop's Pastoral Visit to Sacred Heart Church, Ghatgate
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The 8th Ordinary Provincial Synaxis of Khrist Jyoti Province of Little Flower Congregation (CST 
Fathers) was held at Jyoti Niwas, Hanumangarh from 14th to 17th February 2021.On 16th the New 
Provincial and Councillors were elected. 
1. Fr Saju koothodiputhepurayil CST  -  Provincial Superior of Khrist Jyoti Province
2. Fr Vincent Chittinappilly CST -  Vicar Provincial
3. Fr Joby Palankara CST    -  Provincial Councillor
4. Fr Salj Puravalappil CST   -  Provincial Councillor
5. Fr Shijo Palkuzhayayil CST  -  Provincial Councillor
6. Fr Jijo Parkkaran CST   -  Auditor cum Archivist. 

Fr Deepak Thoomkuzhy CST
                                                                            Secretary

Khrist Jyoti Province
Hanumangarh (Raj)

Khrist Jyoti Province (CST)
New Provincial Team

Due to geographical reasons Rajasthan has very scanty rainfalls or we can say very insufficient 
rains. This state is big in size but it has almost no rivers that flow throughout the year. Hence largely 
the people of this state depend on the ground water which is also receding alarmingly. The water 
reservoirs are so few and are not enough to meet the needs of some major cities of the State.  A few 
thermal plants are the only source from which electricity is produced in Rajasthan.  Rajasthan also 
has a very poor quality and quantity of coal.  Therefore it imports coal from other states of India.  
Hence the cost of electricity production is very high. 

There is an intermittent power cut especially in the summer season due to power deficit.  Here 
the summer temperature rises to about 49-50 degrees. The dry scorching heat due to the desert in the 
western part of Rajasthan becomes all the more unbearable.  We needed to have an alternative power 
supply and that was possible only through a generator.  

Development of power resources is pre-requisite for development of any region. Rajasthan is 
the best suited for solar energy. It shines bright on the solar map of India with 300-330 clear sunny 
days comparable to many other states of India. Today this state has a bright future to produce enough 
solar energy for its own use and also has a capacity to produce surplus electricity and give it to other 
states also. When on the one side there are lack of conventional resources, on the other side God has 
bountifully blessed this state with plenty of solar energy for the electricity production. In these years 
the Central and also the State Governments are promoting solar energy programmes so that the 
pressure for the supply of electricity is reduced in cities and they can meet the demands of village 

100 Kw on-grid Rooftop Solar Plant

Diocesan Pastoral Centre "Gyan Deep Bhawan', Jaipur
"The Earth is all we have in Common

Save Power, Save Environment"
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farmers. 
Pope Francis in his Laudato Si (On Care For Our Common Home) says, "there is an urgent 

need to develop policies so that, in the next few years, the emission of carbon dioxide and other 
highly polluting gases can be drastically reduced, for example, substituting for fossil fuels and 
developing sources of renewable energy." Pope Francis calls for radical energy transition to stem 
global warming.  The use of fossil fuels contributes to global warming and pollution. According to 
him the worst affected lot due to climatic change is the poorest of the poor. They have "been pushed 
deeper into poverty by the climate change." The solar energy offers many benefits that make it one of 
the most promising energy forms: renewable, non-polluting, available planet-wide and it 
contributes to sustainable development.  On the contrary fossil fuels produce harmful emissions that 
affect the quality of air, water and soil, and are responsible for global warming.  Solar energy is eco-
friendly, green energy contributes towards the preservation of the environment.

Following the teachings of Pope Francis, to promote clean energy, fresh environment and to 
reduce the huge financial burden of Gyan Deep Bhawan Pastoral centre, we have made earnest 
efforts to install a 100 KW Solar Energy on the rooftop of the Pastoral Centre.  This project will not 
only lessen our electricity bills but will also definitely reduce the air pollution and cut global 
warming emissions. Thus we will contribute to the general public by minimizing pollution in using 
the solar energy.  

Fr Paul D'Souza
Director, Pastoral Centre, Jaipur

A three days marriage preparation course was conducted on 26th, 27th and 28th February, 
2021 at the Bishop's House, Jaipur. 15 youth from various churches of the diocese and also from 
Ajmer diocese attended the course. The entire course focused on marriage as a covenant. Marriage is 
the sacrament which plays the most important role in our lives. The three days course taught us about 
a catholic marriage and how to step into our married life and accept one's spouse with all respect and 
dignity. As the world has now changed and we are living in a digital age, marriage is not going to be 
like before. Our family life is going to play a very important role in our lives. Many valuable aspects 
of a married life were discussed in this course. We were also given information related to financial 
management on how to manage our expenses and save for the future as well. We were also taught 
how to handle situations of misunderstanding, ups and downs and when matters go completely out 
of hand. 

Marriage is a journey together with our partner to a beautiful destination facing all challenges 
with the grace and blessings of God. We express our sincere gratitude to Most Rev Bishop Oswald 
Lewis for conceptualizing such a vital program for all the youth who intend to enter into this Holy 
Sacrament of matrimony. We also thank all the resource persons who took time and shared their 
experiences with us.  Our sincere thanks to all our respective parish priests who gave all of us the 
opportunity to attend this program.

Mr Alvin Stanley
St. Thomas the Apostle Church

Mansarovar 

Marriage Preparation Course



The Feast of the Annunciation is the reason why we celebrate Christmas on December 25. 
Christmas comes exactly nine months after the Archangel Gabriel invited the Virgin Mary to be the 
Mother of God, an event we commemorate on March 25. The dating of these Feast Days, although 
interesting, is of minor importance compared to their theological significance. It is fruitful to reflect 
upon the Incarnation of Jesus Christ in the womb of the Virgin Mary as the antecedent to the 
explosion of joy, carolling, gift giving, eating, drinking, love and family unity that surrounds the 
birth of the Saviour. Perhaps Mary had a sort of private and internal Christmas at the moment of the 
Annunciation. Maybe she felt the fullness of the world's Christmas joy inside of her own heart when 
she realized she had been chosen to be the Mother of God.

God could have become man in any number of creative ways. He could have incarnated 
Himself just as Adam was incarnated in the book of Genesis, by being formed from the clay and 
having the divine breath blown into his nostrils. Or God could have slowly backed down to earth on a 
tall golden ladder as a twenty-five-year-old man, ready to walk the highways and byways of 
Palestine. Or maybe God could have taken flesh in an unknown way and just been found, like Moses, 
floating in a basket by a childless young couple from Nazareth as they enjoyed a Sunday picnic along 
the Jordan River.

The Second Person of the Trinity chose, however, to become man like we all are born. In the 
same way that He would exit the world through the door of death, as we all have to do, before His 
Resurrection and Ascension, He also entered the world through the door of human birth. In the words 
of the early Church, Christ could not redeem what He did not assume. He redeemed everything 
because He took on human nature in all of its breadth, depth, complexity and mystery. He was like us 
in all things but sin.

The incarnation of the Second Person of the Trinity was a self-emptying. It was God choosing 
to become small. Imagine a man becoming an ant, while retaining his human mind and will. The 
man-turned-ant would appear to be like all the ants around him, and would participate in all of their 
ant activities, yet still think at a level far above them. There was no other way to do it. The man had to 
learn through becoming, not because insect life was superior to his own, but precisely because it was 
inferior. Only through descending, only through experience, could the man learn what was below 
him. All analogies limp, but, in a similar way, the Second Person of the Trinity retained His infused 
divine knowledge while reducing Himself to a man and learning man life, doing man work, and 
dying a man death. By such a self-emptying, He dignified all mankind and opened to them the 
possibility of entering into His higher life in Heaven.

The Church's theological tradition speculates that one of the reasons the bad angels may have 
rebelled against God was envy. They may have discovered that God chose to become man, instead of 
the higher form of an angel. This envy would have been directed at the Virgin Mary as well, that 
Vessel of Honour and Ark of the Covenant who bore the divine choice. God not only became man, 
we must remember, but did so through a human being, one prepared from her Conception to be 
perfect. March 25 is one of only two days of the year when we kneel at the recitation of the Creed at 
Mass. At the words "…by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man" all 
heads bow and all knees bend at the wonder of it. If the story of Christ is the greatest story ever told, 
today is its first page.

O Holy Virgin Mary, we ask your intercession to make us as generous as you in accepting the 
will of God in our lives, especially when that will is expressed in mysterious ways. May you be our 
example of a generous response to what God desires of us.

Happy Feast to all the Parishioners of Our Lady of the Annunciation Cathedral.
[Source: mycatholic.life › ... › Catholic Saint of the Day]

Fr Cyril D'Souza

Annunciation of the Lord - March 25

PAGE 26 MARCH 2021

Solemnity of the Month



Bible Crossword 

Solution

MARCH 2021 PAGE 27



SUNDAY READINGS
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Birthdays
March

st
Fr. Shaju Varghese        SJ 01  

st
Fr. Joseph Mannaravelil    SJ 01

th
Fr. Casmiro Coelho   04

th
Fr. Sania Surin   SVD 19

th
Fr. Mathew Neeriankal    CST 20

th
Fr. Jesudass        MSFS 26

th
Fr. Jose Vattakuzhy       SJ 30

Ordinations
March

th
Fr. Antony Chelakkatt     SJ 12

th
Fr. Mani Nedumattam       SJ 12

th
Fr. Joseph Kochupura       SJ 15

st
Fr. Glenn Menezes       SJ 31
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Rajan K. Abraham

Date of Birth  : 03 Jan 1967
Date of Death : 29 March 2016

By Lyason Rajan (Wife)
Enson Joseph (Son)

Address: A-15, MaaVaishno Nagar Extn
Gandhipath, Lalarpura, Jaipur

Address in Kerala: Kandathil House, Poonthope,
Alleppey, Kerala

First Death Anniversary



Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord,
Let your perpetual light shine upon him,

May his soul rest in peace.

You came into this world on 
th12  June 1951

Left for your heavenly abode on
st 21  March 2011

Grieved Family:
Mrs Mariamma Mathew (Wife), Mrs Sherin (Daughter)

Mr Frijo (Son-in-law), Mrs Sheelu (Daughter)
Mr Arun (Son-in-law),

Rochelle, Felicia and Aarush (Grand Children)
All relatives and friends

Late Mr. V.D. MATHEW

In Loving Memory
Of
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